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ABSTRACT

“One God, One Bible then why different beliefs” is an unanswered question among many
Christians as well as non-Christians. The existence of numerous denominations and their
varying beliefs and practices causes confusion and concern in Christianity. Ministers
strive to be faithful to the doctrine of their denominations, believers struggle to choose
the right denomination to have fellowship with and the non-believers are afraid to draw
near due to the threat of this confusion and chaos. It is a real challenge for every true
Christian to spread the love of Jesus Christ in spite of the barriers of denominations.

This dissertation helps to understand the basic Christian beliefs, the historical background
of Christianity, the origin of denominations, various beliefs and practices of
denominations and a survey analysis to listen to the voice of the believers. The analysis
of the survey indicates that even though the believers belong to a particular
denomination, their beliefs and practices are not limited by the denomination. Every
believer believes and practices Christianity based on their personal walk with the Lord
and the personal revelation he or she received from the Lord. Through various means
such as sermons in Churches, participation in Gospel meetings, conferences, literatures,
media and personal quiet time with the Lord, the Spirit of God is causing His people to
walk in truth. A closer observation of the history of the Church in the past and the
ii

emerging of the various denominations and their beliefs will help anyone to realize the
reason for different beliefs of Christianity today.
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INTRODUCTION

Background
Often I have been asked by my non-Christian friends the question that why there are so
many groups among you Christians? You all serve one God; follow the same Bible then
why do you have different belief systems? I am not satisfied with the answers I give
them. There is an urge within me to find the reality. Is that the denominations that make
this division or the diverse beliefs?

As both may be true to certain extent, it is

worthwhile analyzing what the denominations say, what the people say and eventually
what the Bible says about this.
When I searched some of the sources for further information, I came across the following
interesting facts about the reality of the diversity among Christians today. 1Christianity is
ranked as the largest religion in the world today with approximately 2 billion adherents.
33% of the world's population is considered to be Christian. Top 3 Largest National
Christian Populations are USA - 224,457,000 (85%), Brazil - 139,000,000 (93%),
Mexico - 86,120,000 (99%).

1

Christianity Today - General Statistics and Facts of Christianity
http://christianity.about.com/od/denominations/p/christiantoday.htm

2
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The World Christian Database represents over 9,000 Christian denominations

throughout the world. Major Denominations Represented are,
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
3

Anglicans
Catholics
Independents
Marginals
Orthodox
Protestants
Charismatics
Neocharismatics
Pentecostals

Number of Worldwide Members
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Anglican/Episcopal - As of 1997, nearly 77 million in 164 countries.
Assembly of God - 48 million.
Baptist - 43 million.
Lutheran - 66 million.
Methodist - 11 million.
Presbyterian - 75 million.
Roman Catholic - More than a billion.

Even though these denominations and their teachings play a major role in the beliefs,
they all worship one God and draw from the same source “The Bible”.
Objective
The objective of this research is to analyze the variation in beliefs of Christianity today
with respect to the belief systems of various denominations and the Bible. Most of the
Christians associate themselves to one of the many denominations. Denominations are
outspoken in their belief system. They even announce what they believe and what they
don’t. When Christians associate themselves to these denominations, they are influenced
by the beliefs of the denominations. On the other hand, only denominational teachings
2

World Christian Database http://www.worldchristiandatabase.org/wcd/about/denominations.asp
Comparing Christian Denominations - Statistics By Mary Fairchild
http://christianity.about.com/od/denominationscomparison/ss/statisticschart.htm
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alone cannot cause this variation.

More or less it is the same Bible that every

denomination follows. It also matters how people pursue religion as their perception
varies considerably. The hypothesis of this research is that more than the external
factors that cause variation in beliefs, it is the preference of every individual to believe
and pursue what is revealed to him or her.
Research methodology
This research involves taking a deep dive into the existing literatures on various Christian
belief systems and denominational teachings.

Understanding variety of religious

practices common among Christians based on their association with denominations.
Arriving at a reasonable answer to the question “Why different beliefs among
Christians?” The other aspect of this research is to gather data from the practitioners of
Christianity, who belong to various denominations, on their beliefs and agreement with
the fundamental doctrines of the Bible. This analysis will give an understanding on how
Christianity is revealed, understood, pursued and practiced.
Value and Benefits
This thesis is very important as it carries valuable information about the beliefs of today’s
Christianity. The analysis of the data gathered from believers of Christianity represents
the basis on which Christianity stands today. It truly represents the fruit of the ministry
started by Jesus Christ of Nazareth 2000 years back in the Holy Land.

I am sure this

thesis will benefit a larger ministry community. It helps the denominations to know more
about the beliefs of other denominations. It helps professional ministers to identify the
weak areas of Christian belief system and focus on specific areas for improvement. It

4

also helps as an eye opener for a lay person to know more about the denominations and
their beliefs.
This research work will have a unique contribution to the existing literatures of ministry.
Many ministers of God today are posed with a question concerning the various Christian
beliefs. This research thesis heavily loaded with the gist of literatures and analysis of real
data will certainly help providing adequate answer to such questions. It also contributes
to the literature in terms of recording such information during this part of the Christian
era that can be compared with the similar research in the past and in the future. This type
of study will help scholars to trace back and say how Christian faith was understood and
practiced during the past. More than everything I expect this piece of work to be an eye
opener for the readers who seek for Bible based belief systems in terms of setting up their
beliefs, having a right fellowship, finding an appropriate church, avoiding false teaching,
etc.

5

CHAPTER 1: CHRISTIAN BELIEFS

The Apostles’ Creed is a good summary of Christian belief. It is not found in the Bible.
The Apostles’ Creed was not written by the apostles. Rather, it was written at least 150
years after the apostles had all died. It is called the Apostles’ Creed because it is
supposed to be a record of what the apostles taught. The Apostles' Creed is as follows:
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
the Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:
Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He arose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,
whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy 4Catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

4

The word "catholic" refers to universal. The true "catholic" church is all those who have placed their faith
in Jesus Christ for salvation

6

God:
There is only one God
Monotheism, from the Greek monos (“one”) and theos (“god”), is the belief in a single
deity or god. Theism is the belief in the existence of a sovereign God, and for Christians
in a personal God. Before Him there was no God formed and not after Him5. He is the
first and the last, besides Him there is no God6. He is the only true God7. Polytheism
(“many”) is the belief that there are many gods, as in Hinduism. Paul says, “There are
so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as there are many gods and many lords),
yet for us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we for Him; and one
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and through whom we live8.
God is three in one or a Trinity
The triune nature of God is seen when Jesus took baptism9. Jesus also commanded His
disciples to baptize in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit10.
When Paul conveys his greetings and benediction to the church in Corinth, he says,” The
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. Amen”11. Jesus’ prayer of unity evidently conveys that He and His
Father are one12.
God is omniscient or "knows all things"
God not only knows everything that is of present, He also knows things from eternity13.
5

Isaiah 43:10
Isaiah 44:6,8
7
John 17:3
8
1 Corinthians 8:5-6
9
Matthew 3:16-17
10
Matthew 28:19
11
2 Corinthians 13:14
12
John 17
13
Acts 15:18; 1 John 3:20
6
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God is omnipotent or "all powerful"
God can do anything that pleases to Him as He is an omnipotent God14.
God is omnipresent or "present everywhere"
God is present everywhere in terms of distance, height and depth15. No one can hide
from Him.
God is sovereign
The knowledge of God that He is immortal dwells in unapproachable light, whom no
man has seen or can see16.
God is holy
God is not only Holy, He also expects everyone to be holy17.
God is just or "righteous"
God is righteous, He is righteous in all His ways and the judgment of the Lord is true and
righteous18.
God is love
God not only loved the world by giving His only begotten son, He himself is love19.
God is true
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through Me”. Man may be a liar, but God is true20.
God is spirit
God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth21.
14

Psalm 115:3; Revelation 19:6
Jeremiah 23:23, 24; Psalm 139
16
1 Timothy 6:15-16
17
1 Peter 1:15
18
Psalm 19:9, 116:5, 145:17; Jeremiah 12:1
19
1 John 4:8
20
Romans 3:4; John 14:6
15
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God is the creator of everything that exists
It is God who forms the baby in the mother’s womb. It is the same God who created all
that we see, the heavens and the earth22.
God is infinite and eternal
He is God from everlasting to everlasting. Abraham called the name of the Lord the
everlasting God23.
God does not change.
God is the same yesterday, today and forever. There is no variation in Him24.
Holy Spirit:
The Holy Spirit is God
Scripture speaks repeatedly of the Holy Spirit, known also as the Spirit of God and the
Spirit of Jesus Christ. Scripture indicates that the Holy Spirit is of the same essence as the
Father and the Son. The Holy Spirit is ascribed with the attributes of God, is equated with
God and does work that only God does. Following scriptures state the relationship
between Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
25

Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have

put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations.
26

Come near to Me, listen to this: From the first I have not spoken in secret, From the

time it took place, I was there. And now the Lord God has sent Me, and His Spirit.

21

John 4:24
Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 44:24
23
Psalm 90:2; Genesis 21:33
24
James 1:17; Malachi 3:6, Hebrews 13:8
25
Isaiah 42:1
26
Isaiah 48:16
22
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You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with

power, and how He went about doing good, and healing all who were oppressed by the
devil; for God was with Him.
Jesus:
Jesus Christ is God
Following verses state that Jesus Christ is God.
Statement
Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bear a Son, and they
shall call His name Immanuel, which translated means, "God with
us."
And fear gripped them all, and they began glorifying God, saying,
"A great prophet has arisen among us!" and, "God has visited His
people!"
In the beginning was the Word...and the Word was God.
No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in
the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.
He [Jesus]... was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal
with God.
I and the Father are one.
The Jews answered Him [Jesus], "For a good work we do not stone
You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make
Yourself out to be God."
You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am.
Jesus said to him, "...He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how
do you say, `Show us the Father?'"
And now, glorify Thou Me together with Thyself, Father, with the
glory which I had with Thee before the world was.
Thomas answered and said to Him [Jesus], "My Lord and my God!"
...the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God.
...Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,
...to Christ. For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily
form,
God was manifest in the flesh...
...our Lord Jesus Christ, which He will bring about at the proper
time-- He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings
and Lord of lords;
27

Acts 10:38

Verse
Matthew 1:23

Luke 7:16

John 1:1
John 1:18
John 5:18
John 10:30
John 10:33

John 13:13
John 14:9
John 17:5
John 20:28
2 Corinthians
4:4
Philippians 2:6
Colossians 2:9
1 Timothy 3:16
1 Timothy 6:15
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God...in these last days has spoken to us in His Son...And He is the
radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature...
But of the Son He says, "Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever...
...the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ
Jesus;
Simon Peter ... by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus
Christ:
And on His robe and on His thigh He [Jesus] has a name written,
"KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS."

Hebrews 1:2-3
Hebrews 1:8
Titus 2:13
2 Peter 1:1
Revelation
19:16

Jesus became a man
Jesus is fully God and fully man. Following are the scriptures that evidence humanity of
Jesus Christ.
Characteristic
Born to human
parents
Was a baby
Was a child
Was a boy
Called a man

Had human
siblings
Had a body

Had a soul
Had a spirit
Became hungry
Ate food
Became tired
Became thirsty
Drank
Tried to escape
the crowds
Wept

Bible Verses
Matthew 1:1, 16, 18, 2:11, 13, 14, 20, 21, 12:47, 13:55, Mark 3:31,
32, 6:3, Luke 2:34, 48, 51, 3:23, 8:19, 20 John 2:1, 3, 5, 12, 6:42,
19:25, 26, Acts 1:14, Romans 1:3
Luke 2:12, 16
Matthew 2:11, 13, 14, 20, 21, Luke 2:17, 27, 34, 40
Luke 2:43
Matthew 8:27, 12:23, 24, 13:54, 56, 26:61, 72, 74, 27:19, 47, Mark
2:7, 15:39, Luke 5:21, 9:9 15:2, 23:4, 6, 14, 18, 22, 41, 47, John 4:29,
6:52, 7:12, 15, 25, 27, 31, 35, 46, 9:11, 16, 24, 29, 33, 10:33, 41,
11:37, 47, 50, 18:29, 30, 40, 19:5, 12, Acts 2:22, 23, 13:23, Romans
5:15, 1 Corinthians 15:21, 47, Philippians 2:8, 1 Timothy 2:5
Matthew 12:47, 13:55, 13:56, Mark 3:31, 32, 6:3, Luke 8:19, 20,
John 2:12, 7:3, 5, 10, Acts 1:14
Matthew 26:12, 27:58, 59, Mark 14:8, 15:43, 45, Luke 23:52, 55,
24:3, 23, 39, John 1:14, 2:21, 6:51-56, 19:38, 40, 20:12, 20:25, 27,
Acts 2:31, Romans 1:3, 7:4, 8:3, 1 Corinthians 10:16, 11:24, 27, 2
Corinthians 4:10, 5:16, Ephesians 1:23, 4:12, 5:30, Colossians 1:22, 1
Timothy 3:16, Hebrews 10:10, 1 Peter 2:24, 1 John 1:1, 2, 4:2
Matthew 26:38, Mark 14:34, John 12:27
Matthew 27:50, Mark 2:8, 8:12, Luke 23:46
Matthew 4:2, 21:18, Mark 11:12, Luke 4:2
Matthew 11:19, 12:1, 26:17, 26, Mark 14:18, 22, Luke 7:34, 15:2,
22:19, 24:41-43, John 18:28
John 4:6
John 4:7, 19:28
Matthew 11:19, Luke 7:34
Luke 4:42
John 11:35
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Jesus was sinless
Jesus was tested in always and found to be with no sin28.
Jesus is the only way to God the Father
Irrespective of what other religions teach and what others say, Jesus is making a strong
statement “No one comes to the Father except through Me”29.
Creation:
The doctrine of creation, Martin Luther said, “is the foundation of the whole of
Scripture.” It is one of the pillars on which our faith rests. If we have doubts regarding
the doctrine of creation – for instance, if we believe that life was not created but came
into being and evolved “upward” by chance-then our faith, like the house built on sand,
rests on a weak foundation. Unfortunately, the current tendency in much of North
America and Europe is to explain the universe and life in natural rather than supernatural
terms.
Creation of the universe
The Christian doctrine of creation is a statement of faith, beyond which we may only
theorize. The most popular scientific theory is the Big Bang, the belief that ten or fifteen
billion years ago a super stupendous explosion gave birth to the universe, which is still
expanding, even today, at tremendous speeds. This still leaves a question, however:
What caused the Big Bang? Was it a random accident of nature or was it willed into
being by a purposeful Creator? According to the Bible, “In the beginning God created
the heavens and the earth”30.

28

Hebrews 4:15
John 14:6
30
Genesis 1:1
29
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Creation of life
The first Genesis creation account states that vegetation, animal life and human life were
created by god. But how did each, especially humankind come into being? As we read
in scripture, "God created man in His own image; in the image of God created He him;
male and female created he them." Not a word here can be construed as in any sense
implying the evolution of man from the lower creatures31.
Sin:
All people have sinned
God created man in His own image and glory. As man sinned, he lost the glory of God.
Just because of one man’s sin physical as well as spiritual death came upon mankind32.
Sin separates us from God
Sin was introduced and destroyed man's relationship with God, so God drove man out of
the Garden. Their relationship was broken. A major principle is shown at the very
beginning of the Bible: Sin destroys relationships and produces separation33.
Crucifixion:
Jesus died for the sins of each and every person in the world
The crucifixion of Jesus is detailed in all four of the New Testament Gospels. Not only
do these four accounts accurately portray this historical event, they graphically depict a
Roman practice that has been absolutely confirmed by the archaeological evidence.
According to scriptures, Jesus Christ Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree,
that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness34.

31

Genesis 1:26-27
Romans 3:23, 5:12
33
Isaiah 59:2
34
1 Peter 2:24
32
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Jesus' death was a substitute
Jesus Christ died as a substitute for mankind. He gave his life as a ransom for many. He
died and paid the price for our sins, so that we might live35.
Resurrection:
Jesus resurrected from the dead in physical form
Jesus referred his death and resurrection in many places of the Bible. In the Gospel of
John Jesus related his death and resurrection to the destruction and building of the
temple36.
Salvation:
Salvation is a free gift of God (Romans 4:5, 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-9; 1 John 1:8-10).
Salvation is a word that describes the deliverance of the Israelites from the Egyptians37,
and of deliverance generally from evil or danger. In the New Testament it is specially
used with reference to the great deliverance from the guilt and the pollution of sin
wrought out by Jesus Christ, "the great salvation"38. Salvation encompasses the entire act
of deliverance from the righteous justice of a holy God, including justification,
redemption, and sanctification. Both justification and redemption are the sole work of
God, for which we can claim no credit. Sanctification, on the other hand, is a work of the
Holy Spirit. This great salvation is a gift from God, given by grace and obtained through
faith39.
Bible:
The Bible is the "inspired" or "God-breathed," Word of God
35

1 Peter 2:24; Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45
John 2:19-21
37
Exodus 14:13
38
Hebrews 2:3
39
Ephesians 2:8-9
36
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Atheists claim that the Bible has been changed over the centuries, corrupted through
copying, or that it was just made-up by the Disciples. However, the history of the Bible
shows that the Bible has been preserved as originally written and is the Word of God.
The whole belief of the authenticity of the Bible is centered around the scripture “All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work”40.
Hell:
Those who reject Jesus Christ, after they die, will go to hell forever
Those who reject Jesus Christ cannot enter into the presence of God.

Hell is a place

designed by God to separate those who hate Him from those who love Him. The Bible
gives several lists of people who will not be in heaven. Anyone not found written in the
Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire41. A summary of the activities that keep
people out of heaven is listed below.
Idolatry, adultery, prostitution, theft, greed, drunkenness, swindling, impurity, witchcraft,
discord, jealousy, fits of rage, dissensions, factions and envy, orgies, lying, cowardice,
unbelief, sorcery, sexual immorality, homosexual offenses, slander, hatred, selfish
ambition, abomination, and murder.
Hell is a place of eternal punishment
Bible describes hell as a place of everlasting punishment42. Here is the list of some of the
things that the inhabitants of hell will be going through: smoke of their torment, no rest
day and night, weeping and gnashing of teeth, tormented, death, their worm does not die,
40

2 Timothy 3:16-17
Revelation 20:15
42
Matthew 25:41, 46
41
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and destruction. The most common description of hell is that of fire. Here is a list of
some of these descriptions: fire and brimstone, burning wind, fiery oven, flames of fire,
judgment by fire, unquenchable fire, furnace of fire, eternal fire, eternal punishment, fiery
hell, pits of darkness, lake of fire.
Eternal life:
Those who accept Jesus Christ, after they die, will live for eternity with Him
Eternal Life is God’s kind of life. It is eternal because He is eternal. Nothing will ever
separate the believer in Christ from the One who loves us. He gave us His free gift of
eternal life the very moment we were born spiritually, and it can never be lost. It is a life
without end, and no one can ever take it from you. There are no final boundaries to
eternal life. Jesus says, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me,
though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never
die.43”
Rapture:
There will be a rapture of the church
God promises to remove believers from the Earth prior to the time that He executes
judgment against the unrighteous. The removal of believers prior to God's judgment has
been called the rapture. Descriptions of the return of Christ and the rapture are found in
three of the four gospels, the book of Acts, 1 Thessalonians, and the book of Revelation.
It is mentioned in many other letters to the churches, but no significant additional
information is included. Some of the scriptures concerning rapture are below.
1. Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the
earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with
43
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power and great glory. And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and
they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the
other44.
2. Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. Two women
will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left45.
3. Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s
house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also46.
4. Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52 in
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and
the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed47.
5. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we
who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord48.
6. And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. For
the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until
He is taken out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord
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will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His
coming49.
Return of Jesus:
Jesus will return to the earth.
The Second Coming is when Jesus Christ will return to earth in fulfillment of His
promises and to fulfill the prophecies made about Him. Immediately after the tribulation
of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the
stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then
shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth
mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall
gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other50.
Judgment:
There will be a final judgment
The final judgment is the last major event connected to the second coming of Christ.
When Jesus returns, the resurrection of the body will occur and the whole human race
will appear before the judgment seat of Christ. Bible clearly states that it is appointed for
men to die once, but after this the judgment51. It also states that the heavens and the earth
which are now preserved by the same Word are reserved for fire until the day of
judgment and perdition of ungodly men52.
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Satan:
Satan will be thrown into the lake of fire
According to the Bible, Satan was created by God as a cherub, the most powerful angelic
being. Sometime after his creation and before the creation of mankind, Satan rebelled
against God and took one third of the angels (now referred to as demons) with him into
rebellion. He took on the form of a snake in the Garden of Eden to tempt Eve. Pride
caused Satan to fall, ("your heart was lifted up because of your beauty") since he wanted
to receive the worship due to God alone. For this reason, Satan hates God and His plans.
He wants people to worship him and follow his evil ways. He does this through lies and
deception. He opposes Jesus Christ, God who took on the form of a man to redeem
humanity from their sin, and restore their relationship with Him. Jesus appeared to
humanity to destroy the works of Satan, and will, ultimately, throw him into the Lake of
Fire for all eternity. Bible talks about the judgment of Satan and the eternal punishment
given to him53.
New heaven and new earth:
God will create a new heaven and a new earth
Now that Satan, all of his fallen angels and all of unsaved humanity have been cast into
the Lake of Fire and Brimstone, there is now only one thing left. God will now be giving
the rest of saved humanity their final reward - the New Heaven and the New Earth. John
witnesses this new heaven and new earth in the book of Revelation. He says, “Now I saw
a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away.
Also there was no more sea”54.
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CHAPTER 2: CHURCH HISTORY

The birth of the Church
When did the church begin?
In one sense, the Church began with the birth of Jesus. But Jesus' public ministry didn't
start until he was about thirty. You can read about it in the Bible - a modern version
makes it easier than an old one. Jesus taught, and worked around Capernaum, and was
then killed in a horrifying way, despite having done no wrong, when he was only 33.
Christians believe that a couple of days after Jesus died and was buried, God restored him
to life. This is what we call the Resurrection. Jesus then spent about forty days appearing,
now and then, to his friends (the disciples) and others, before returning to heaven (that's
known as the Ascension). While skeptics scoff, there's plenty of circumstantial evidence
that this did happen: the disciples, Jesus' closest friends, were so frightened of the
authorities before he died that they even denied knowing him, when challenged. Yet in
later years they were willing to die for their beliefs. Many people have set out to disprove
the Resurrection, but nobody has yet succeeded. Instead, many have become convinced
that it is true after all.
The first Pentecost
Just before Jesus ascended to heaven, he told his disciples to wait for him. So they did,
meeting quietly in a room in Jerusalem. Ten days later, on the day of Pentecost (one of
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the Jewish festivals), something very dramatic happened. You can read about that here, as
recorded in the book of Acts. The disciples were filled with a new confidence and power,
and in some amazing way everyone could hear them speaking in their own languages.
They talked about Jesus having died and risen again; they said that Jesus was the Lord,
and that they needed to believe in him.
So in another sense, that Pentecost was the real start of the church. The word 'church'
comes from the Greek word ekklesia, which means, simply, an assembly - literally 'called
out'. It was used as an ordinary secular word by the Greeks, although Jesus gave it a
special spiritual sense during his working life, when he said that Peter - one of his
disciples - was the rock on which he would build his church. A detailed church history
timeline is given in APPENDIX-1.
These days, the English word 'church' is only really used in relation to Christians. More
confusingly, it's sometimes used to mean a building where people meet, sometimes it's
used to mean a local gathering of believers, and sometimes it's used to mean all
Christians throughout the world. However we use it, the concept of believers in Jesus
being different from others started some time after that special Pentecost when the
disciples were filled with special power and authority from God (the Holy Spirit).
What was the early church like?
We have some clues about the early church in the book of Acts. For instance, at the end
of the second chapter, we're told that the Christian believers shared their possessions, and
had meals together. They didn't just meet for an hour or two once a week - they shared
their lives, as extended families. Nobody went hungry; they all looked out for each other.
And daily, more and more people joined them.
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But it wasn't all so cozy and ideal. The authorities who didn't like Jesus didn't want his
followers to become powerful and challenge them. Some of the religious leaders of the
time were very unhappy, too, about the thought of a new religion infiltrating their
country. The fourth chapter of Acts tells us how Peter and John were taken before a court
and told not to speak about Jesus any more. When they refused to obey, they were sent to
prison, although they didn't stay there for long.
As the number of believers grew, people had to be appointed to deal with the
administration of food and money (the equivalent people are usually known as deacons or
church council members these days). All too quickly, or so it seemed, real trouble started
- what we call persecution. One of the new deacons was a young man called Stephen who
was a gifted speaker as well as being an administrator. He spoke out in public for Jesus,
saying what he believed, and was stoned to death. He's known as the first Christian
martyr. It might seem as if Stephen was deliberately stirring up trouble if you read about
what he said in the seventh chapter of Acts, but he had to stand by what he believed.
Moreover, some of the new believers left Jerusalem when the persecution started, which
meant that they started talking about Jesus to people much further afield, some of whom
would never have heard of him before. God also used some direct strategy: for instance,
an important official from Ethiopia was travelling through the region and met Philip, one
of the early disciples. Philip told him about Jesus' death and resurrection, and the official
went back to his country to tell others.
There was also a proud, well-educated Jewish Roman citizen called Saul, who was one of
the people that approved of Stephen's murder. God gave him a dramatic vision, which
turned him right around. You can read about that in Acts chapter 9. From that point he
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became known as Paul, and spent most of his life travelling around the Middle East and
parts of Europe telling people about Jesus. Paul was a missionary - literally meaning one
who is sent out.
Paul's missionary journeys
Paul's first missionary journey
Paul, who we read about in the Biblical book of Acts, was the first person to travel
widely telling people about Jesus. He is considered the first missionary - a word meaning
someone who is sent out. You can read about the beginning of the church (people who
follow Jesus) and how Paul became part of it on the page church history begins.
Paul and Barnabas were part of the church of Antioch (in Syria) when they were called
by God to leave their homes and travel abroad. We don't know the exact date when this
happened, but it was probably in about the year AD 44 - around ten to twelve years after
the death of Jesus. In those days travelling was obviously much more difficult than it was
now, and considerably slower. But they set sail and travelled first to Cyprus, then on to
Turkey. Paul spoke mainly to people who were Jews - who already knew God and tried
to keep his laws - and explained how Jesus fulfilled some of the prophecies that the
Jewish people believed. Many of them believed him, although there were others who
objected strongly to what they said. Sometimes they had to leave a town, if the authorities
objected too strongly.
In one of the cities in Turkey, Paul was able to heal someone who had been crippled from
birth. Unfortunately the people who saw this didn't understand that the healing power
came from God. Instead, they thought that Paul and Barnabas were themselves gods.
They weren't able to persuade them that they were just ordinary men; then some of the
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Jewish authorities, who did not like the message about Jesus, turned the crowds against
them until they threw stones at Paul.

On the return journey they visited most of the cities where they had been on the outgoing
trip, and tried to encourage the groups of believers they found. They appointed elders older, wiser people who would keep an eye on the younger people and try to ensure they
learned as much as possible about Jesus. There is no indication that there were individual
'churches' as we know them - the believers in each city were the church of that city,
whether or not they gathered together regularly.
You can read about Paul's first missionary journey in Acts chapter 13.and chapter 14. It
all seems to happen quite rapidly, condensed as it is into these two fairly short chapters of
the Bible. But given that travel on land was generally on foot, and that by sea was in
sailing ships, this first trip probably lasted at least two years, perhaps more.
Paul's second missionary journey
After they had been home for a while, Paul suggested to Barnabas that they re-visit the
places they had been to before, and see how they were doing. This probably happened in
about the year AD 49. Barnabas wanted to take John Mark with them, a young man who
had been with them part of the way on the first journey. But Paul disagreed, and they
couldn't resolve the conflict. So they decided to go separately. Barnabas and John Mark
went to Cyprus, while Paul chose another man called Silas, and started out through parts
of Syria en route to Turkey via land.
Paul had planned to go into Asia, but God stopped him from doing that and sent him
instead to Macedonia - part of what we would now call Greece. This was the start of the
church in Europe, where it has been significant for 20 centuries. Macedonia was mostly a
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pagan town, under Roman authority, so the Paul's audience was rather different from the
mainly Jewish groups he had previously spoken to. Not surprisingly there was opposition
to their message about Jesus, and Paul and Silas were thrown into jail.
A violent earthquake led to the destruction of the jail, and Paul was able to tell the jailer
and his family about Jesus. The following day he let the authorities know that he was
himself a Roman citizen as well as Jew, and that they had no right to imprison him! He
continued to other parts of Greece, speaking sometimes to Jews, sometimes to Greeks
who believed in God, and sometimes to others. In each city some people believed in
Jesus, and others didn't. He stayed variable amounts of time in each city, with a
particularly long spell in Corinth, another Greek city.
You can read the Biblical account of Paul's second missionary journey in Acts chapter
16, chapter 17 and chapter 18. Once again, it all sounds fairly fast-paced, but with the
long stay in Corinth as well as the extensive travelling, this trip is likely to have lasted at
least three years. Paul wrote several letters during this journey, some of which became
part of the New Testament section of the Bible.
Paul's third missionary journey
After some time back home, where Paul encouraged people in Antioch and helped to
settle some disputes, he set out once more for his last missionary journey. This probably
began in about the year AD 53. Once again he travelled by land through Turkey, and on
to various cities in Greece. He encouraged the believers, taught them, and helped to sort
out some of the difficulties that arose. Some of the local silversmiths, who made money
from selling statues of the Greek pagan gods, were angry; if people believed that there
was only one God, and that he didn't want idols made, they would lose money!
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Paul stayed as long as was necessary in each town, as he was fairly sure that he would not
return again. He knew that he had to go to Jerusalem, and was fairly sure he would die
there. So part of the reason for this trip was to say goodbye to some of the people he had
come to regard as brothers and sisters in the ever-increasing church around the area.
You can read about Paul's third missionary journey in Acts chapter 19, chapter 20 and
chapter 21. Chapter 21 shows us Paul finally arriving in Jerusalem, and subsequent
chapters explain in detail about Paul's arrest, his defense, and his trials. He was
eventually (after some years) sent to Rome, and shipwrecked on the way, leading to a
lengthy detour in Malta. In Rome he was arrested again, and while awaiting his trial he
wrote several more of the letters that became part of the New Testament. At last he was
freed, claiming his rights as a Roman citizen once more.
The book of Acts ends with Paul still in Rome, teaching people in the house he was
renting. It's likely, however, that he was eventually arrested again, found guilty, and
beheaded, in around the year 68 AD.
Persecution in the early church
Church history in the middle of the first century - the apostolic era
Pentecost - the birth of the church - happened in about AD 30, and Paul's missionary
journeys lasted until about AD 68. The Christian church was born into a society which
had encompassed both Greek and Roman influences. Greek was the spoken and written
language of the region, while travel and technology were developed by the Romans.
Plato's philosophies were widely followed, including the idea of the immortality of the
soul, and an ideal heavenly world of which everything on earth was a copy. But the rulers
were Romans, and the Emperors had absolute authority, insisting on varying amounts of
obedience or worship.
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During the earlier part of Paul's missionary journeys, most of the opposition to
Christianity came from the Jewish religious leaders, who were not impressed by the new
teachings about Jesus as Messiah. In many cases, it was the secular authorities who put a
stop to the persecution. But this changed when Nero was made Emperor in AD 54.
Nero is remembered as one of the most unpleasant rulers of history, and he particularly
distrusted Christians. In the summer of AD 64 a terrible fire broke out in Rome. Nobody
knew who started it, but Nero decided to blame it on the Christians, whom he saw as a
threat to peace. He ordered that many of them be thrown to the dogs, or burned to death.
You can read more about him on the Wikipedia page about Nero.
Persecution of Christians
By this time, persecution - the arrest, torture and killing of Christians - was become more
widespread. Part of this was due to the concern that this growing group would pose a
danger to the Roman authorities. Part of it was due to misunderstandings, and claims of
illogic. It was rumored that Christians were cannibals, for instance, because their
communion service referred to the Body and Blood of Jesus.
Some people whom we call apologists then wrote books to deny some of these rumors,
and to explain the sound Christian beliefs. Some were hostile to the Greek and Roman
culture, which probably made things worse. Others tried to argue that any value in the
pagan religions must have grown out of Judaism, which came first. So Plato, they
claimed, must have got his ideas from Moses' teaching.
Most of the persecution was somewhat sporadic. If people were brought before the courts
for any reason, and found to be Christians, they would be asked to recant - to deny their
faith in Jesus. If they refused, they would be killed. But on the whole, the government
didn't seek them out as such. Sometimes angry mobs killed Christians and looted their
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homes, but there were also periods of peace where there was steady growth in the
Christian communities.
Christian martyrs in the second century
The people who died for their faith are known as martyrs. We don't know even the names
of most of these early Christians. However a few have become famous. Ignatius of
Antioch was a martyr during the first part of the second century AD. He was the bishop
of Antioch in Syria, and wrote several letters to young churches.
This was the period when one bishop - or overseer - was appointed for each town.
Ignatius thought it was important to have strong church leaders during the persecutions,
so suggested that each church should have a bishop, and that no baptism or communion
should take place unless a bishop was present. Ignatius said he would rather die for Christ
than rule the earth - and was fed to the wild animals at the Coliseum in Rome.
In the middle of the second century, an enraged mob brought several Christian to the
authorities. One of them was Polycarp of Smyrna, another bishop who had served God
for many years. He was asked to recant his faith, and told that he would live if he did so.
But he insisted that he had served God for 86 years and was not about to renounce him at
this stage. So he was burned at the stake.
Perhaps the greatest second century apologist was Justin; he said the LOGOS (or living
word) of God gives light to all in the world, from its creation. Anything good is due to
God and the LOGOS, whom we know as Jesus, who was born as a man. Thus, he
claimed, any value in pagan culture or philosophy is good - and so it must come
originally from God. So it should not automatically be rejected, because God is the
source of all truth and light.
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Justin spoke out against some of the heresies (false teachings) within the church. You can
read more about these at the page on heresies in the early church. However, the Emperor
of the time, Marcus Aurelius, had been turned against Christians. He was persuaded that
most of the problems in the Roman Empire were due to the church. So once again
Christians were persecuted, and Justin was among many who were beheaded, for refusing
to recant. For this reason, Justin is often known as Justin Martyr.
More persecutions and Christian martyrs in the third century
By around the year 200, the church was still growing rapidly, and so was opposition from
the Roman rulers. Early in the third century, the Emperor Severus (193-211 AD)
instituted the death penalty for any exclusive religion - which included both Jews and
Christians. The Emperor Decius (249 to 251 AD) insisted that everyone should make
sacrifices to the Roman gods and goddesses. The Emperor Valerian (253 - 260 AD) made
it illegal to be a Christian.
Then the greatest major persecution of all took place under the Emperor Diocletian (284305 AD). He was a strong militarist, and counted all Christians as his enemies. In March
303 he made an official edict or announcement: all services were to be disbanded, all
Bibles were to be burned, all church officers were to be deposed, all church buildings
were to be destroyed, and all resistors were to be imprisoned.
Besides that, all Christians were required to sacrifice to pagan gods, or die. One of the
most significant early writers of church history, Eusebius, says that the prisons were so
full of Christians that there was no room for criminals.
Many people in Rome hid in the catacombs, which were originally tombs. Christians
lived and worshipped there as they waited for freedom. Paintings and inscriptions dating
from then are some of the earliest Christian art. When caught, some of them were sent to
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slave labor camps, others were sent into exile, or tortured and killed. Yet others were sent
to fight wild animals in the arenas.
In 305, Diocletian abdicated. His successor, Emperor Galerius, continued the
persecutions; he only lived until 311 but on his deathbed passed an edict of toleration of
Christianity, on condition that Christians should not violate the peace of the Empire.
Persecutions came to a complete halt in 313 when the Emperor Constantine issued the
Edict of Milan, an official recognition of religious toleration throughout the whole
Roman Empire.
Christian worship in the Church in the first three centuries
The central core of Christian worship during this period, from the mid-first century to the
end of the third century, was the celebration of Communion - when groups of believers
would break bread and drink wine together, as Jesus told them to do at the Last Supper
before he died. This ceremony was used to remember the Resurrection, and also as a
foretaste of the banquet which will be prepared for believers in heaven. A communion
service usually took place on a Sunday, since the Resurrection was a Sunday, and
included a full meal.
Baptism was also important. This was a ritual where new believers and their families
would be immersed in water, usually in a river, as a picture of having been washed clean
of all their sins by Jesus. They would make some promises before the other believers, that
they would follow Jesus for the rest of their lives. Baptisms usually took place on Easter
Sunday, after a lengthy period of preparation. During the last few weeks before Easter,
believers who had already been baptized would also prepare themselves to re-affirm their
promises at the same time. This was the origin of the season which we now know as
Lent.
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There were various forms of Church government in the church. The people in charge of
the earliest groups of believers were usually known as 'elders' or 'bishops', and the two
titles were roughly equivalent. By the end of the second century, a hierarchy had
developed, with Bishops at the top, taking charge of several areas. Elders were those who
oversaw individual congregations, and deacons were the people who saw to the practical
matters.
Heresies in the Early Church
Paul's letters in the early church
The Christian church began with Jesus (see Church history begins) and spread due in
large part to Paul (see Paul's missionary journeys) who travelled widely to talk about
Jesus. During this time, Paul also wrote several letters to groups he had visited, and some
whom he hoped to visit in future. Some of the letters were addressing particular
problems, some of them were general responses to queries about lifestyle for Christians,
some of them were personal letters to individuals, and some of them explained what Paul
believed, why Jesus died, and what people should do to become his followers.
During this period, while many people did decide to follow Jesus, others - particularly
some of the ruling authorities - saw this new way of life as a threat. They tried to stop
Paul and others talking about their beliefs, but that didn't help. So eventually many of the
early Christians were imprisoned and put to death. You can read about some of the early
Christian martyrs - those who died for their beliefs - on the page about persecution in the
early church.
Despite the death of many Jews and Christians, many of Paul's letters survived and were
passed around from group to group. The four books which we know as the Gospels -
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Matthew, Mark, Luke and John - were also written, giving four different perspectives on
the life of Jesus. Increasingly, the church worldwide began to rely on these writings as
the people who actually knew Jesus when he walked on earth became fewer and fewer.
Heresies in the early church
There were lots of people from very diverse backgrounds who became Christians.
Although many were Jewish by upbringing, there were also many Gentiles, some of
whom worshipped Greek or Roman gods rather than the real God. Some of them were
very intelligent thinkers, and since there was no widespread Christian literature or media,
there were many interpretations of the faith. Some of them were a lot further away from
sound doctrine than others. Those beliefs which threatened the core of Christian faith
were known as 'heresies'.
Gnosticism
Gnosticism was one of the most widespread and worrying heresies in the early church,
and there were several branches of it. The basic idea is a negative attitude to the material
world, and the idea that salvation comes from escaping from the physical world, and
receiving 'gnosis' - special knowledge or revelation.
Some Gnostics are Christians; part of Christian faith is believing that Heaven awaits us,
and that the things of the world are less important. In a moderate form, Gnosticism is a
useful antidote to rampant materialism. However, in general it is taken much further.
Usually, Gnosticism denies Creation - the idea that the world was made by God and is
basically good. It also denies the incarnation (that God took a human body in Jesus),
which is crucial in Christian understanding. Some forms of Gnostic doctrine even say that
Jesus didn't have a body like ours - this is known as docetism. It also denies the
resurrection of the body, believing that only the soul is immortal.
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Marcionism
Another serious heresy was that of Marcion. In common with Gnosticism, Marcion
denied that God created the world. He also believed that the God of the Old Testament
was inferior to Jesus' Father. Marcion claimed that Yahweh, the God of the Old
Testament, was cruel; whereas the true God is loving and forgiving. A Marcionite church
was founded, which didn't consider the Old Testament (the Jewish Scriptures) to be
inspired, but instead used other books.
The Canon of New Testament Scripture
Some of those who believed heresies suggested certain letters and documents which
should be considered sound doctrine. In response to this, a council of church leaders
decided to come up with their own 'official' list of books and letters. That led eventually
to the forming or canonization of the 27 books which we know of as the New Testament.
The four Gospels and Paul's letters had been used widely in worship and teaching since
they were first written, being copied and sent from church to church.
Apostles' Creed and Apostolic Succession
In Rome, around the same time, an official confession of faith was determined - which
we know as the Apostles' Creed. Its aim was to state succinctly what Christians believed,
and to reject the teachings of the Gnostics and Marcion.
It was also claimed that the true church showed unbroken links from the leaders back to
the Apostles who were with Jesus on earth - and thus was likely to have sound teaching.
This is the basis of what we call Apostolic succession. As the church grew, and became
more organized, there was more clearly defined doctrine and practice, although heresies
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in one form or another have persisted through the centuries, and Christians still cannot
always agree on sound doctrine.
Writers in the late second century
As well as the official canonization of Scripture and the Creed, there were several
documents written around this period, at the end of the second century, to reinforce and
encourage sound Christian doctrine. Some of these have survived even to today.
For instance, one of them about whom we know very little is Irenaeus of Smyrna who
lived in France. He was a pastor, and his main aim in writing was to strengthen his
people.
Then there was Tertullian who lived in Carthage (North Africa). He was born to pagan
parents, the son of a centurion, and trained as a lawyer. After he became a Christian
believer, he wrote a defense of the faith against pagans and heresies. He was probably the
first person to use the phrases 'one substance, three persons' to describe the Trinity (God
as Father, Son and Holy Spirit), and 'one person, two substances' to explain who Jesus
was.
One of the greatest writers in the early third century was Origen. He was a prolific
philosophical writer, although he propounded some rather extreme doctrines which were
later rejected by some parts of the church.
Constantine and the Council of Nicea
Church history in the early fourth century
As described on the page Early Church persecutions, for the first three centuries the
Christian church suffered immense persecution from the Roman authorities and
elsewhere. This had the advantage of spreading the Christian message widely, as
believers fled for their lives to the furthest frontiers of the known world.
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Galerius, Constantine, Licinius and the Edict of Milan
Christianity was first de-criminalized by the Edict of Toleration, signed by the Emperor
Galerius in 311 on his deathbed. He declared that all religions should be tolerated.
Galerius shared the role of Emperor with Constantine from the year 306, and after the
death of Galerius, Constantine and Licinius shared the rule of the Roman Empire.
In 312 Constantine, whose parents may have had Christian leanings, was about to take
part in a battle. Legend has it that he saw a vision with a Christian symbol, and Latin
words meaning 'In this sign conquer'. He won the battle, and took his vision as a divine
calling to favor Christians. It is unlikely that he himself became a Christian believer at the
time; he retained the title of High Priest of the traditional Roman pagan religion, and had
members of his family killed when he perceived them as threads. He was not baptized
until he was dying.
Nonetheless, Christians had a much easier time under the rule of the Emperor
Constantine. He and Licinius passed the Edict of Milan in 313, which officially gave
Christians freedom to worship as they wished. Constantine also passed edicts restoring
property to churches, removed under previous antagonistic Emperors. He ordered and
paid for fifty hand-lettered copies of the Bible to be made - quite an undertaking in
centuries before the printing press was invented - and sent to important congregations
around the Empire.
Moreover, Constantine subsidized the church financially, and declared that Sundays
should be official state holidays for rest and worship. He built a new city - Constantinople
- where he ordered new churches to be built; this was the beginning of the ecclesiastical
structures and increased formality in services, since the new, approved Christianity
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became much more attractive to the wealthy and upper classes, who were more likely to
move in formal court circles.
The Council of Nicea
Although ordinary Christians found life much easier under Constantine, peace and
tolerance led to further divisions and heresies among some of the church leaders. Some or
the earlier ones were discussed briefly on the page Early Church heresies; a new one that
became more prominent during the fourth century was known as the Arian heresy. Arius,
who first proposed it, was a popular preacher who denied the deity of Jesus Christ. He
was trying to ensure that Christians did not believe in multiple gods, as the Romans did,
but in doing so denied the Trinity, declaring that Jesus was not God but a divinely created
being.
Heresies were generally resolved by meetings of church leaders, or bishops, at councils;
the Arian heresy was first on the agenda at the Council of Nicea (in Turkey) in the year
325, where three hundred bishops convened to agree matters of doctrine. Alexander, the
bishop of Alexandria (in Egypt) declared that the Scriptures and the teaching of the
Apostles was that Jesus should be considered co-equal with God the Father, and
worshipped as God. Arius denied this.
Constantine demanded that the bishops have a vote to determine the majority view, and
that they should develop a creed - or statement of belief - which could be said and
believed by all Christians. One of the most vocal speakers on the view of Jesus' divinity
was Athanasius, one of Alexander's students, who was to become his successor. The
bishops voted to affirm Alexander's views, that Jesus is indeed God, and the Nicene
Creed was written, something that is still sometimes used today by Christians of all
denominations and confessions.
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Early monasteries
There were some Christians, who felt that persecution enabled them to suffer for God,
and that the widespread acceptance of Christianity made life too easy for them; an
increased number decided to enter the monastic life. At first monks lived on their own,
but around this time started joining in groups to share resources. So monasteries began,
perhaps with Pachomius.
Donatism
Other Christians broke away from the majority, insisting that they were the only 'true'
church. Some of them insisted that ministers who fell away from the faith during
persecution no longer had any authority and that baptism and Communion administered
by these ministers was invalid. One of the leaders of one of this group was Donatus, and
his followers were known as Donatists. They grew quite strong in some remote areas,
even taking up arms sometimes to defend their beliefs.
Church Fathers
Despite the Council of Nicea, many Christians continued debating the fine points of
Christian doctrine, and raising further questions and problems. This led to some extensive
writing about Christian doctrine and history, from men who are now known as the
'Church Fathers'.
Eusebius of Caesarea (c 263-340) was a gentle, scholarly man who wrote 'Ecclesiastical
History', about the church from the time of the Apostles until the Council of Nicea. He is
sometimes known as the father of church history.
Athanasius (c 293-373) and his followers wrote several theological works, clarifying the
doctrine of the Trinity - Father, Son and Holy Spirit - until this was officially adopted as
Christian doctrine at a later council, in the year 381 - the Council of Constantinople.
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Ambrose (c 340-397) was made Bishop of Milan in 374. He was educated as a lawyer,
and was a good administrator and speaker. He encouraged hymn and psalm singing in his
congregation.
John Chrysostom (347-407) was a well-known preacher of the time, who attacked
injustice. He wrote some of the first Bible commentaries and in 397 was made Bishop of
Constantinople. However he was banished due to his outspoken preaching against sin and
immorality, and eventually died in exile.
Jerome (c 347-420) was classically educated in Italy, and became a monk in Palestine. He
is best known for his scholarly translation of the Bible into Latin; before attempting this
he learned Hebrew from Jewish rabbis, and perfected his Greek. His translation is known
as the Vulgate and used in Latin-speaking churches right through the Middle Ages.
Theodore of Mopsuestia (c350-428) was made a bishop in 392. He stressed the
importance of believing in a literal interpretation of the Bible, and also the importance of
understanding it all in its context.
Augustine of Hippo (354-430) was raised in North Africa. He first adopted the
Manichaean heresy, then rejected that in favor of neo-Platonic rhetoric, but eventually
was converted to Christianity in 386 after reading part of the book of Romans. He was
baptized in Milan where he was made a bishop. He then wrote against his prior beliefs,
and against Donatism, and Pelagianism which stressed the human role in salvation.
Augustine developed a doctrine of the church and the theory of justification by grace, and
predestination. He also wrote his 'Confessions', recounting his wild youth, and the story
of how God led him.

38

The Medieval Church and Scholasticism (590–1517)
The Middle Age may be divided into three periods.
1. The missionary period from Gregory I. to Hildebrand or Gregory VII., a.d. 590–1073.
The conversion of the northern barbarians. The dawn of a new civilization. The origin
and progress of Islam. The separation of the West from the East. Some subdivide this
period by Charlemagne (800), the founder of the German-Roman Empire.
2. The palmy period of the papal theocracy from Gregory VII. to Boniface VIII., a.d.
1073–1294. The height of the papacy, monasticism and scholasticism. The Crusades.
The conflict between the Pope and the Emperor. If we go back to the rise of Hildebrand,
this period begins in 1049.
3. The decline of medieval Catholicism and preparation for modern Christianity, from
Boniface VIII. to the Reformation, a.d. 1294–1517. The papal exile and schism; the
reformatory councils; the decay of scholasticism; the growth of mysticism; the revival of
letters, and the art of printing; the discovery of America; forerunners of Protestantism; the
dawn of the Reformation.
Important figures:
-

Anselm
Boethius
Francis of Assisi
Gregory the Great
Thomas Aquinas
John Wycliffe
John Huss

Important events/documents/movements:
-

Crusades
Great schism
Filioque clause
Scholasticism
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The Reformation (1517–1648)
The Reformation of the sixteenth century is, next to the introduction of Christianity, the
greatest event in history. It marks the end of the Middle Ages and the beginning of
modern times. Starting from religion, it gave, directly or indirectly, a mighty impulse to
every forward movement, and made Protestantism the chief propelling force in the
history of modern civilization.
The Protestant Reformation was a major 16th century European movement aimed
initially at reforming the beliefs and practices of the Roman Catholic Church. Its religious
aspects were supplemented by ambitious political rulers who wanted to extend their
power and control at the expense of the Church. The Reformation ended the unity
imposed by medieval Christianity and, in the eyes of many historians, signaled the
beginning of the modern era. A weakening of the old order was already under way in
Northern Europe, as evidenced by the emergence of thriving new cities and a determined
middle class.
In 1517, in one of the signal events of western history, Martin Luther, a German
Augustinian monk, posted 95 theses on a church door in the university town of
Wittenberg. That act was common academic practice of the day and served as an
invitation to debate. Luther's propositions challenged some portions of Roman Catholic
doctrine and a number of specific practices.
The movement quickly gained adherents in the German states, the Netherlands,
Scandinavia, Scotland and portions of France. Support came from sincere religious
reformers, while others manipulated the movement to gain control of valuable church
property. The term Protestant was not initially applied to the reformers, but later was used
to describe all groups protesting Roman Catholic orthodoxy.
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As the hope of reforming the Roman church faded, the "protestants" were forced to
separate from Roman Catholicism resulting in Lutheran churches in Germany,
Scandinavia and some eastern European countries, the Reformed churches in
Switzerland and the Netherlands, Presbyterian churches in Scotland, and the Anglican
church in England, and other diverse elements all of which have evolved into the
Protestant denominations of today.
Important figures:
-

Martin Luther
Huldreich Zwingli
John Calvin
Theodore Beza
Thomas Cranmer
John Owen
William Tyndale (and the English Bible)
John Knox
John Huss (Huss was martyred in 1415, but remains important to the Protestant
Reformation)

Important events/documents:
-

95 Theses
Anabaptists / Radical Reformation
Jesuits
Heidelberg Catechism
Thirty-nine Articles
Westminster Confession

The Roman Catholic Response:
-

Catholic reformation
Ignatius of Loyola
Teresa of Avila
John of the Cross
Blaise Pascal
Council of Trent (1545–1563)
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The Enlightenment Church (1648–1789)
The Enlightenment, also known as the Age of Reason, was a time when man began to use
his reason to discover the world, casting off the superstition and fear of the medieval
world. The effort to discover the natural laws which governed the universe led to
scientific, political and social advances. Enlightenment thinkers examined the rational
basis of all beliefs and in the process rejected the authority of church and state. Immanuel
Kant expressed the motto of the Enlightenment well — "Aude Sapere" (Dare to Think!)
Important figures:
-

Jonathan Edwards
George Whitefield
Howell Harris
John Wesley
Charles Wesley
George Fox
Augustus Toplady

Important events/documents/movements:
-

The Great Awakening (1730's)
Methodism
Quakers
Unitarianism

The Modern Church (1798–1970)
Important figures:
-

C.H. Spurgeon
D. L. Moody
Friedrich Schleiermacher
Soren Kierkegaard
Karl Barth
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Rudolf Bultmann
Paul Tillich
Benjamin Warfield
Wolfhart Pannenberg
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-

Karl Rahner
Charles Hodge
Jürgen Moltmann
Emil Brunner
Hans Küng

Important events/documents/movements:
-

Second Great Awakening (1820's)
Liberalism
Neo-Orthodoxy
Process theology
Feminism
Existentialism
Liberation theology
First Vatican Council (1869–1870)
Second Vatican Council (1962–1965)
Charismatic or Pentecostalism
The Fundamentals

Revivals and Awakenings
-

The Prayer Revival (1857)
The Welsh Revival (1904)
The Missionary Awakening (1880)
The Azusa Street Revival (1906)
The East African Revival (1929)

The Post-modern Church (1970 – present)
Movements and Issues
-

Postmodernism
The Jesus Movement (1971)
Third Wave Charismatic renewal
Relativism
New Perspective on Paul
The Emerging Church
Vineyard Movement
Open Theism
House Church
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CHAPTER 3: DENOMINATIONS AND DOCTRINES

Why are there so many denominations in Christianity? The word denomination is clearly
understood when used in reference to various values of currency. It is the name or title
that we give to a group or class of units. Yet when denomination is used in reference to
Christianity, the meaning is not as apparent.

Why are there so many denominations in Christianity? The word denomination is not
found in the Bible. Jesus Christ never taught there should be divisions in the church with
significant doctrinal differences. The original church was a single congregation of
Christ's followers, distinct from the world. "So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met
with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians
first at Antioch" 55 . It is God's plan to encompass all believers into one body (Jesus
Christ), connected through local churches, denominations, and affiliations which have
their own particular name, doctrine, form of worship, and distinctive organization.

Religious division is certainly not a new concept. When the kingdom of Israel split into
the northern and southern segments, each chose a different system of worship. Jeroboam
and his advisors wanted Bethel to be Israel's chief religious center, intending to compete
55

Acts 11:26
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with Jerusalem 56 . Though Jeroboam was a charismatic leader and organizer who had
popular support, Bethel's religion became idolatry leading to Israel's eventual downfall.
Jesus realized that division creates a fertile ground for unbelief. "I in them and you in me.
May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have
loved them even as you have loved me"57. The basis for this unity was the belief that
Jesus was sent from the Father. Paul felt it imperative that there be no divisiveness in the
church. He consistently urged unity. "Then make my joy complete by being like-minded,
having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose"58.

So, if God desires unity why are there so many denominations of Christianity? Tradition
in the Bible suggests "the concept of instruction that had been handed down from
generation to generation." These instructions were often divinely given, as with many of
the prophets. Paul praises the Corinthians for 'holding to' the teachings he passed on to
fellow believers in Christ59. Yet tradition can also originate from longstanding human
practices that displace spiritual revelation. A denomination might hold fast to a manmade tradition that was handed down over centuries and ratified by the clergy. If the
authorities believe that tradition is equal to the Scriptures, then the practice often
becomes infallible. Divisions flourish when individuals are unable to differentiate
between God's ordinances and man-made practices.
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1 Kings 12:25-33
John 17:23
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Philippians 2:2
59
1 Corinthians 11:2
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When the church at Corinth was faced with many elements of division, Paul encouraged
cooperation among members, both Jew and Gentile 60 . Despite their differences, each
believer had one thing in common -- faith in Christ. This truth is where the church found
its unity. Paul wanted to reinforce the relationship between the Jew and Gentile in the
early church while discouraging competition among the churches belonging to Christ.
"May God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among
yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ"61.

The question is, why so many denominations? Why so much picking and choosing?
There seems to be Catholicism and then Protestant believers. And of the Protestant
believers, there are how many different denominations? What's the point exactly? There
is after all, just one Bible. Of course, man has taken it upon himself to revise and revamp,
add on to and take away from what was set down on parchment paper to begin with all
those years ago. People spend more time observing the manmade rules than they do
living for the sake of the one true God and His beloved Son. Why is that?

According to Tim Ford in his article on “Denominational Christianity”, the presence of
denominations clearly indicates different levels of understanding of the teachings of Jesus
Christ. In the study of early Christian practices and beliefs, there is little to no doubt that
the intention of the God-Man, Jesus Christ, was the founding of one Church. It is only
with time, that men have attempted to redefine and reconstruct various "denominations,"

60
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1 Corinthians 12:12
Romans 15:5-6
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that they feel are more in line with what was intended by God, or what is more politically
and socially correct to reflect what these people see as important.

The truth is that even after God the Father selected Abraham to be the "father of a great
nation," that the Jews fragmented themselves into various "denominations." One of the
most readily seen was during the time of the Messiah, when two larger components of the
Jews were the Pharisees and Sadducees.

There is certainly no evidence that this

fragmentation was what God intended, but it certainly came to pass as the result of
human interpretation. These different denominations often provide serious issues that
contradict unity. Unity is necessary and is reflective of the unity of God as a Trinity.
Jesus Christ prayed, "That all be one." The obvious implication is that the presence of
denominations does not reflect His prayer, but rather indicates an egregious defection
from Jesus' teaching and His will.

Each denomination in Christianity is the result of human effort and misinterpretation. The
pioneers were all human people who saw what they believed to be glaring errors in
teaching and practice. Their denominations came about as a result of pride and arrogance,
coupled with a lack of belief that the Holy Spirit infallibly guides the Church. When a
human decides to refuse to accept the yoke of obedience to the Bride of Christ, they end
up rejecting Christ, because they have rejected His teachings. By starting new
denominations, their limited intellects, coupled with feet of clay, have led them build
houses on weak foundations, certainly not on the Cornerstone Rock. In the same time
denominations also helped churches to come out of erroneous teachings and practices.
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The World Christian Database represents over 9,000 Christian denominations throughout
the world. The data regarding denominations is reconciled against people groups and
country of residence. Because of this, complex reports can be generated about people
groups or countries based on hundreds of possible variables. Each denomination is also
coded by their membership of Christian World Communions and Christian councils at
world, regional and national levels.
Major Denominational Families of Christianity
(This table does not include all Christians. These numbers are estimates, and are here
primarily to assist in ranking branches by size, not to provide a definitive count of
membership.)
Branch
Catholic
Orthodox/Eastern Christian
African indigenous sects (AICs)
Pentecostal
Reformed/Presbyterian/Congregational/United
Anglican
Baptist
Methodist
Lutheran
Jehovah's Witnesses
Adventist
Latter Day Saints
Apostolic/New Apostolic
Stone-Campbell ("Restoration Movement")
New Thought (Unity, Christian Science, etc.)
Brethren (incl. Plymouth)
Mennonite
Friends (Quakers)

Number of Adherents
1,050,000,000
240,000,000
110,000,000
105,000,000
75,000,000
73,000,000
70,000,000
70,000,000
64,000,000
14,800,000
12,000,000
12,500,000
10,000,000
5,400,000
1,500,000
1,500,000
1,250,000
300,000

In order to understand different beliefs among today’s Christians, it is essential know
more about denominations and their doctrines.

Over the centuries, Christianity has

divided into numerous denominations. Each denomination has its own distinctive beliefs
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or practices, but they are commonly considered branches of the same religion because
they agree on such fundamentals as the Bible, the Trinity, and the teachings of the Nicene
Creed. The way in which members regard other denominations varies from mutual
respect and acceptance to suspicion and denial that the other group is really "Christian."

The three main branches of Christianity are Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant (some
would add Anglican as a fourth). Most of the denominations that exist today developed in
the 500 years since the Protestant Reformation and fall under the "Protestant" branch.
This section provides information on some of the major denominations that exist today,
along with a brief history of how there came to be so many and many comparisons of
their similarities and differences.

"The branches of Christ's church have developed diverse traditions that enlarge our store
of shared understandings." - United Methodist Church official website

"Our divisions should never be discussed except in the presence of those who have
already come to believe that there is one God and that Jesus Christ is his only Son."
- C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

"The World Council of Churches is a community of churches on the way to visible unity
in one faith and one Eucharistic fellowship, expressed in worship and in common life in
Christ." - World Council of Churches website
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A detailed comparison of the basic facts on nine major Christian denominations,
including origins, founders, number of adherents, locations, church bodies, membership
in the World Council of Churches, and more is given in APPENDIX-2.

These

denominations are unique in terms of their belief system. A comparison of the religious
beliefs of these major Christian denominations, including views on religious authority,
God, human nature, angels, salvation, predestination, hell, and more is given in
APPENDIX-3. Not only the belief system but even the practices are different when
compared one with another. A comparison of the religious practices of these major
Christian denominations, including baptism, the Eucharist, church government, nature of
the clergy, and more is given in APPENDIX-4. These denominations take different stand
in terms of social and ethical issues. A comparison of the positions of these major
denominations on issues like abortion, euthanasia, birth control, death penalty, ordination
of women, homosexuality, and same-sex marriage APPENDIX-5.

A detailed profile of the major denominations along with a brief history, beliefs and
practices are discussed in the following section.
Roman Catholicism
The Roman Catholic Church denomination is the largest Christian group in the world
today with more than a billion followers constituting about half of the world's Christian
population.
The New Testament disciples of Jesus Christ provided the beginning origins of the
Roman Catholic Church. As early as 380 AD, the Roman Empire declared the Catholic
Church to be the official religion of the Empire. For the first thousand years of
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Christianity no other established denominations existed, only "the one, holy, Catholic
Church."
Prominent Founders:
Although many (including the Catholic Church) claim that the disciple, Peter, was the
first Pope, most historians give this title to the Roman Bishop Leo I (440-461). He was
the first to claim ultimate authority over all of Christendom.
Geography:
Roman Catholicism is by far the largest worldwide Christian denomination. It is the
majority religion of Italy, Spain, and nearly all Latin American countries. In America it is
the largest individual Christian denomination, encompassing about 25 percent of the
population.
Governing Body:
The Roman Catholic Church structure is hierarchical, headed by the pope in Rome. Its
government is run by the cardinals living in Rome, and is concerned with matters of wide
significance. The Church is organized and divided by diocese, with bishop and
archbishops, overseeing these territories. With certain restrictions, the pope names the
bishops. Dioceses are made up of parishes, each of which has a church and a priest. The
pope controls bishops mainly by general legislation.
Beliefs and Practices
The Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches were the only established churches prior to
all other Christian denominations. For comparison purposes, we will look at the main
differences between the beliefs and practices of the Roman Catholic faith and most other
Protestant denominations.
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1. Authority within the Church - Catholics believe the authority of the church lies within
the hierarchy of the church; Protestants believe the authority of the church lies within the
believer.
2. Baptism - Catholics (as well as Lutherans, Episcopalians/Anglicans and some other
Protestants) believe that Baptism is a sacrament that regenerates and justifies, and is
usually done in infancy; Most Protestants believe Baptism is an outward testimony of a
prior inward regeneration, usually done after a person confesses Jesus as Savior and
obtains an understanding of the significance of Baptism.
3. The Bible - Catholics believe that truth is found in the Bible, as interpreted by the
church, but also found in church tradition. Protestants believe that truth is found in
Scripture, as interpreted by the individual, and that the original writings of the authors of
the Bible are without error.
4. Books of the Bible - The Catholic Church includes the same 66 books of the Bible as
do Protestants, as well as the books of the Apocrypha. Protestants accept only the 66
books of the Old and New Testament.
5. Clergy Selection - The Roman Catholic Church appoints all male and almost all
unmarried clergy. Protestants elect mostly male, single or married clergy.
6. Forgiveness of Sin - Catholics believe forgiveness of sin is achieved through church
ritual, with the assistance of a priest in confession. Protestants believe forgiveness of sin
is received through repentance and confession to God directly without any human
intercessor.
7. Hell - The New Advent Catholic Encyclopedia defines hell in the strict sense, as "the
place of punishment for the damned" including limbo of infants, limbo of the Fathers,
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and purgatory. Similarly, Protestants believe hell is a real physical place of punishment
which lasts for all eternity, but reject the concepts of limbo and purgatory.
8. Immaculate Conception of Mary - Roman Catholics are required to believe that when
Mary herself was conceived, she was without original sin. Protestants deny this claim.
9. Infallibility of the Pope - This is a required belief of the Catholic Church in matters of
religious doctrine. Protestants deny this belief.
10. The Lord's Supper (Eucharist/Communion) - Catholics believe this sacrifice is
Christ's

body

and

blood

physically

present

and

consumed

by

believers

("transubstantiation"). Most Protestants believe this observance is a meal in memory of
Christ's sacrificed body and blood, and it symbolizes only His life now present in the
believer. They reject the concept of transubstantiation.
11. Mary's Status - Catholics believe the Virgin Mary is below Jesus but above that of
the saints. Protestants believe Mary, though blessed, is just like all other believers.
12. Prayer - Catholics believe in praying to God and also praying to Mary or a saint to
intercede on their behalf. Protestants believe prayer is addressed to God and not to saints.
13. Purgatory - Catholics believe purgatory is a state of being after death in which souls
are cleansed by purifying punishments before they can enter heaven. Protestants deny the
existence of Purgatory.
14. Right to Life - The Roman Catholic Church teaches that ending the life of a preembryo, embryo or fetus cannot be allowed, except in very rare cases where a life-saving
operation on the woman results in the unintended death of the embryo or fetus. Individual
Roman Catholics often take a position that is more liberal than the official stance of the
Church. Conservative Protestants differ in their stance on abortion access. Some permit it
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in cases where the pregnancy was initiated through rape or incest. At the other extreme,
some believe that abortion is never warranted, even to save the life of the woman.
15. Sacraments - Catholics believe the sacraments are a means of grace. Protestants
believe they are a symbol of grace.
16. Saints - Much emphasis is placed on the saints in the Catholic religion. Protestants
believe that all born again believers are saints and that no special emphasis should be
given to them.
17. Salvation - The Catholic religion teaches that salvation depends on faith, works and
sacraments. Protestant religions teach that salvation depends on faith only.
18. Salvation (Losing Salvation) - Catholics believe that salvation is lost when a
responsible person commits a mortal sin. It can be regained through repentance and the
sacrament of confession. Protestants usually believe, once a person is saved, they cannot
lose their salvation. Some denominations teach that a person can lose their salvation.
19. Statues - Catholics give honor to statues and images as symbolic of the individual
saints. Many Protestants consider veneration of statues to be idolatry.
20. Visibility of the Church - The Catholic Church recognizes the hierarchy of the
church, including the laity as the "Spotless Bride of Christ." Protestants recognize the
invisible fellowship of all saved individuals. Only God knows the exact makeup of the
church.
Eastern Orthodox
There are an estimated 225-300 million Christians in the Eastern Orthodox Church
worldwide. The umbrella of Eastern Orthodoxy includes the following churches: British
Orthodox; Serbian Orthodox; Orthodox Church of Finland; Russian Orthodox; Syrian
Orthodox; Ukrainian Orthodox; Bulgarian Orthodox; Romanian Orthodox; Antiochian
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Orthodox; Greek Orthodox; the Church of Alexandria; the Church of Jerusalem; and the
Orthodox Church in America.
Founding:
Until 1054 AD Eastern Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism were branches of the same
body—the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. Divisions between these two
branches of Christendom had long existed and were constantly increasing. The widening
schism was caused by a mix of cultural, political, and religious differences. In 1054 AD a
formal split occurred when Pope Leo IX (head of the Roman branch) excommunicated
the Patriarch of Constantinople, Michael Cerularius (leader of the Eastern branch), who
in turn condemned the pope in mutual excommunication. The churches remain divided
and separate to the present date.
Prominent Founders:

Michael Cerularius was the patriarch of Constantinople from 1043 -1058 AD, during
Eastern Orthodoxy's formal separation from the Roman Catholic Church. He played a
prominent role in the circumstances surrounding the Great East-West Schism.
Geography:
The majority of Eastern Orthodox Christians reside in Eastern Europe, Russia, the Middle
East, and the Balkans.
Governing Body:
The Eastern Orthodox denomination consists of a fellowship of self-governing churches
(governed by their own head bishops), with the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople
holding the honorary title of first in order. The Patriarch does not exercise the same
authority as the Catholic Pope. The Orthodox churches claim to exist as a theologically
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unified communion of churches with the Scriptures, as interpreted by the seven
ecumenical councils, as their sole authority and Christ as the head of the church.
Beliefs and Practices
The word orthodox means "right believing" and was adopted to signify the true religion
that faithfully followed the beliefs and practices defined by the first seven ecumenical
councils (dating back to the first 10 centuries). Orthodox Christianity claims to have fully
preserved, without any deviation, the traditions and doctrines of the early Christian
church established by the apostles. This is why they believe themselves to be the only
true and "right believing" Christian faith.
1. Authority of Scripture - Orthodox Christians believe the Holy Scriptures (as
interpreted and defined by church teaching in the first seven ecumenical councils) along
with Holy Tradition is of equal value and importance.
2. Baptism - Orthodox Christians believe baptism is the initiator of the salvation
experience. The Orthodox Church practices baptism by full immersion.
3. Eucharist - The Eucharist is the center of worship in the Orthodox Church. Eastern
Orthodox Christians believe that during the Eucharist believers partake mystically of
Christ's body and blood and through it receive his life and strength.
4. Holy Spirit - Orthodox Christians believe that the Holy Spirit is one of the persons of
the Trinity, who proceeds from the Father and is one in essence with the Father. The Holy
Spirit is given by Christ as a gift to the church, to empower for service, to place God's
love in our hearts, and to impart spiritual gifts for the Christian life and witness.
5. Jesus Christ - Orthodox Christians believe that Jesus Christ is the second person of the
Trinity, God's Son, fully divine and fully human. He became flesh through Mary, but was

56

without sin. He died on the cross as man's Savior. He resurrected and ascended to heaven.
He will return to judge all men.
6. Mary - Orthodox Christians believe Mary has supreme grace and is to be highly
honored but they reject the doctrine of Immaculate Conception.
7. Predestination - Orthodox Christians believe God has fore knowledge of man's destiny,
but he does not predestine him.
8. Saints and Icons - Orthodox Christians practice veneration of icons; reverence is
directed toward the person they represent and not the relics themselves.
9. Salvation - Orthodox Christians believe salvation is a gradual, life-long process by
which Christians become more and more like Christ. This requires faith in Jesus Christ,
working through love.
10. The Trinity - Orthodox Christians believe there are three persons in the Godhead,
each divine, distinct and equal. The Father God is the eternal head; the Son is begotten of
the Father; the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father.
Presbyterian
Presbyterian churches or Reformed churches make up one of the largest branches of
Protestant Christianity today with a worldwide membership of about 75 million.
Founding:
The roots of the Presbyterian Church trace back to John Calvin, a 16th-century French
theologian and minister, who led the Reformation in Geneva, Switzerland beginning in
1536.
Prominent Founders:
John Calvin, John Knox.
Geography:
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Presbyterian or Reformed churches are found predominately in the United States,
England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland and France.
Governing Body:
The name "Presbyterian" comes from the word "presbyter" meaning "elder." Presbyterian
churches have a representational form of church government, in which authority is given
to elected lay leaders (elders). These lay elders work together with the church's ordained
minister. The governing body of an individual Presbyterian congregation is called a
session. Several sessions constitute a presbytery, several presbyteries make up a synod,
and the General Assembly oversees the entire denomination.
Beliefs and Practices
Presbyterian beliefs are rooted in the doctrines expressed by John Calvin, with emphasis
on themes such as justification by faith, the priesthood of all believers, and the
importance of the Bible. Also notable in the Presbyterian faith is Calvin's strong belief in
the sovereignty of God.
1. The Authority of Scripture - Our knowledge of God and God's purpose for humanity
comes from the Bible, particularly what is revealed in the New Testament through the life
of Jesus Christ.
2. Justification by Grace through Faith - Our salvation (justification) through Jesus is
God's generous gift to us and not the result of our own accomplishments.
3. The Priesthood of All Believers - It is everyone's job - ministers and lay people alike to share this Good News with the whole world. The Presbyterian Church is governed at
all levels by a combination of clergy and laity, men and women alike.
4. The Sovereignty of God - God is the supreme authority throughout the universe.

58

Anglican/Episcopal
The Anglican Church Communion consists of nearly 77 million members worldwide in
164 countries.
Founding:
Founded in 1534 by King Henry's Act of Supremacy, the roots of Anglicanism go back to
one of the main branches of Protestantism that came about after the 16th century
Reformation.
Prominent Founders:
Thomas Cranmer, Queen Elizabeth I.
Geography:
In the United States the denomination is called Episcopal, and in most of the rest of the
world it is called Anglican. There are 38 churches in the Anglican Communion, including
the Episcopal Church in the United States, the Scottish Episcopal Church, the Church in
Wales, and the Church of Ireland. Anglican churches are primarily located in the United
Kingdom, Europe, the United States, Canada, Africa, Australia and New Zealand.
Governing Body:
The Church of England is headed by the king or queen of England and the Archbishop of
Canterbury. Outside of England, Anglican churches are led on the national level by a
primate, then by archbishops, bishops, priests and deacons. The organization is
"Episcopal" in nature with bishops and dioceses, and similar to the Catholic Church in
structure.
Beliefs and Practices:
The roots of Anglicanism go back to one of the main branches of Protestantism that
emerged from the Reformation. By the late 1600's the Church of England had settled into
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the Anglican structure that still characterizes it today. However, because Anglicans in
general allow for significant freedom and diversity within the areas of Scripture, reason,
and tradition, a great many variations in doctrine and practice exist within Anglican
churches of different regions.
1. Authority of the Church - This diversity in practice and doctrine has put a serious
strain on issues of authority in the Anglican denomination. An example would be the
recent ordination of a practicing homosexual bishop in North America. Most other
Anglican churches do not agree with this commission.
2. Book of Common Prayer - Anglican practices and rituals are primarily found in the
Book of Common Prayer, a compilation of liturgy developed by Thomas Cranmer in the
16th century. As with other areas in Anglican practice, much diversity in worship has
recently developed around the world, and many different Prayer Books have been issued.
3. Doctrine - Some put more emphasize on Protestant doctrines while others lean more
toward Catholic teachings.
4. Ordination of Women - Some Anglican churches accept the ordination of women to
the priesthood while others do not.
5. Worship - In summary, Anglican worship tends to be Protestant in doctrine and
Catholic in appearance and flavor, with rituals and readings, bishops and priests,
vestments and ornately decorated churches.
Lutheran
According to the Lutheran World Federation, there are approximately 66 million
Lutherans worldwide.
Founding:
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The origins of the Lutheran denomination trace back to the 16th century and the reforms
of Martin Luther, a German monk and professor who has been called the "Father of the
Reformation."
Prominent Founder:
Martin Luther
Geography:
According to the Lutheran World Federation, 36 million Lutherans live in Europe, 13
million in Africa, 8.4 million in North America, 7.3 million in Asia, and 1.1 million in
Latin America. Today in America, the two largest Lutheran church bodies are the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), with more than 5 million members,
and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) with more than 2.5 million members.
Beliefs and Practices
Martin Luther and other early leaders of Lutheran faith wrote most of the Lutheran
beliefs found in the Book of Concord. The Book of Concord is considered the doctrinal
authority by members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LCMS). It contains
several texts including The Three Ecumenical Creeds, The Augsburg Confession, and
The Defense of the Augsburg Confession.
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) gives less emphasis to the Book of
Concord, seeing it predominantly as an historical document with valid interpretations of
the Lutheran faith. The ELCA Confession of Faith includes the acceptance of the
Apostles' Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed.
As one of the oldest Protestant denominations, Lutheranism traces its core beliefs and
practices back to the principles of Martin Luther, the German monk known as the "Father
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of the Reformation." Luther's major departures from Roman Catholic doctrine were based
on these beliefs:
1. Baptism - Although Luther retained that Baptism was necessary for spiritual
regeneration, no specific form was stipulated. Today Lutherans practice both infant
baptism and baptism of believing adults.
2. Individual Access to God - Luther believed that each individual has the right to reach
God through Scripture with responsibility to God alone. It is not necessary for a priest to
mediate.
3. The Lord's Supper - Luther also retained the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, but the
doctrine of transubstantiation was rejected.
4. Sacraments - Luther believed the sacraments were valid only as aids to faith (initiating
and feeding faith), thus giving grace to those who participate in them.
5. Salvation by Grace through Faith - Luther maintained that salvation comes by grace
through faith alone; not by works and sacraments.
6. Salvation for All - Luther believed that salvation is available to all humans through the
redeeming work of Christ.
7. Scripture - Luther believed the Scriptures contained the one necessary guide to truth.
8. Worship - As to the manner of worship, Luther chose to retain altars and vestments and
prepare an order of liturgical service, but with the understanding that no church was
bound to follow any set order. As a result, there is today no uniform liturgy belonging to
all branches of the Lutheran body. However, an important place is given to preaching and
congregational singing.
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Methodist
The latest reports from the United Methodist Church claim a total of more than 11
million members worldwide.
Founding:
The Methodist branch of Protestantism traces its roots back to 1739 where it developed in
England as a result of the teachings of John Wesley. While studying at Oxford, Wesley,
his brother Charles, and several other students formed a group devoted to study, prayer
and helping the needy. They were labeled "Methodist" because of the way they used
"rule" and "method" to go about their religious affairs.
Prominent Founders:
John Wesley, Charles Wesley, George Whitefield.
Geography:
Of the 11 million worldwide members, more than 8 million live in the United States, and
more than 2.4 million live in Africa, Asia and Europe.
Governing Body:
The United Methodist Church is organized in a hierarchical system with the highest level
being the General Conference (GC). The GC is the only organization that can officially
speak for the United Methodist Church. Beneath the GC are Jurisdictional and Central
Conferences, composed of Annual Conferences. Annual Conferences are further divided
into Districts.
Beliefs and Practices
The Methodist branch of protestant religion traces its roots back to 1739 where it
developed in England as a result of the teachings of John Wesley. Wesley's three basic
precepts that began the Methodist tradition consisted of:
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-

Shun evil and avoid partaking in wicked deeds at all costs,
Perform kind acts as much as possible, and
Abide by the edicts of God the Almighty Father.

1. God is all-knowing, possesses infinite love and goodness, is all-powerful, and the
creator of all things.
2. God has always existed and will always continue to exist.
3. God is three persons in one, the Father, the Son (Jesus Christ), and the Holy Spirit.
4. God is the master of all creation and humans are meant to live in a holy covenant with
him. Humans have broken this covenant by their sins, and can only be forgiven if they
truly have faith in the love and saving grace of Jesus Christ.
5. Jesus was God on Earth (conceived of a virgin), in the form of a man who was
crucified for the sins of all people, and who was physically resurrected to bring them the
hope of eternal life.
6. The grace of God is seen by people through the work of the Holy Spirit in their lives
and in their world.
7. Close adherence to the teachings of Scripture is essential to the faith because Scripture
is the Word of God.
8. Christians are part of a universal church and must work with all Christians to spread
the love of God.
9. Baptism is a sacrament or ceremony in which a person is anointed with water to
symbolize being brought into the community of faith.
10. Communion is a sacrament in which participants eat bread and drink juice to show
that they continue to take part in Christ's redeeming resurrection by symbolically taking
part in His body (the bread) and blood (the juice).
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11. Wesley taught his followers that Baptism and Communion are not only sacraments,
but also sacrifices to God.
12. People can only be saved through faith in Jesus Christ, not by any other acts of
redemption such as good deeds.
13. The most fundamental distinction of Methodist teaching is that people must use logic
and reason in all matters of faith.
14. Also important is the acknowledgment of "prevenient," "justifying," and "sanctifying"
graces. It is taught that people are blessed with these graces at different times through the
power of the Holy Spirit.
-

Prevenient grace is present before they are saved from the error of their ways.

-

Justifying grace is given at the time of their repentance and forgiveness by God.

-

And sanctifying grace is received when they have finally been saved from their
sins and the sins of the world.

15. And lastly, the Methodist Church puts a great emphasis on missionary work and other
forms of spreading the Word of God and His love to others.
Baptist
The Baptist denomination is the largest Free Church denomination in the world with 43
million members across the globe. In America, the Southern Baptist Convention is the
largest American Baptist Organization with more than 16 million members in
approximately 40 thousand churches.
Founding:
The Baptists trace their origins to John Smyth and the Separatist Movement beginning in
England in 1608. In America, several Baptist congregations came together in Augusta,
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Georgia in 1845 to form the largest American Baptist organization, the Southern Baptist
Convention.
Prominent Founders:
John Smyth, Thomas Helwys, Roger Williams, Jonathan Edwards, Shubael Stearns.
Geography:
More than 3/4 of all Baptists (33 million) live in America. 216,00 live in Brittian,
850,000 live in South American, and 230,000 in Central America. In the former USSR,
Baptists comprise the largest protestant denomination.
Governing Body:
Baptist denominations follow a congregational church governance in which each
individual congregation is governed autonomously, free from the direct control of any
other body.
Beliefs and Practices
The Baptists trace their origins to John Smyth and the Separatist Movement beginning in
England in 1608. Reformists of the time called for a return to the New Testament
Christian example of purity. One primary Baptist distinctive is their practice of adult
believer's baptism, rather than infant baptism.
1. Authority of Scripture - Baptists view the Bible as the ultimate authority in shaping a
person's life.
2. Baptism - As indicated by their name a primary Baptist distinction is their practice of
believer's baptism and their rejection of infant baptism. Baptists consider Christian
baptism to be an ordinance for believers only, by immersion only, and as a symbolic act,
not having any power in itself. The act of baptism pictures what Christ has done for the
believer in His death, burial, and resurrection. It pictures what Christ has done for the
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believer through the new birth, enabling death to the old life and newness of life to walk
in. Baptism gives testimony to a salvation already received; it is not a requisite for
salvation. It is an act of obedience to Jesus Christ.
3. The Bible - Southern Baptists regard the Bible with great seriousness.
4. Church Authority - Each Baptist church is autonomous, with no bishop or hierarchical
body telling the local church how to conduct its business. Local churches themselves
select their pastors and staff. They own their own building; the denomination cannot take
it away. Because of the congregational style of church governance on doctrine, Baptist
churches often vary significantly, especially in the following areas:
-

Calvinism vs. Arminianism

-

The Nature of Law and Gospel

-

Ordination of Women

-

Homosexuality

-

Eschatology (End Times)

5. Communion - The Lord's Supper memorializes the death of Christ.
6. Equality - In a resolution released in 1998, Southern Baptists view all people as equal
in God's eyes, but believe the husband or man has authority in the household and
responsibility to protect his family. The wife or woman ought to respect and love her
husband and submit graciously to his demands.
7. Evangelical - Southern Baptists are Evangelical meaning they adhere to the belief that
while humanity is fallen, the good news is that Christ came to pay the penalty of our sins
on the cross. That penalty now paid in full, means that God offers forgiveness and new
life as a free gift. All who will receive Christ as Lord may have it.
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8. Evangelism - The Good News is so vital that telling it is like sharing a cure for cancer.
One could not keep it to himself. Evangelism and missions have their supreme place in
Baptist life.
9. Heaven and Hell - Southern Baptists believe in a heaven and hell. People who fail to
recognize God as the one and only are sentenced to eternity in hell.
10. Perseverance of the Saints - Baptists do not believe that true believers will fall away
and, thereby, lose their salvation. This is sometimes called, "Once saved, always saved."
The proper term, however, is the final perseverance of the saints. It means that real
Christians stick with it. It doesn't mean the believer won't stumble, but refers to an inward
pull that will not allow him to quit the faith.
11. The Priesthood of Believers - The Baptist position of the priesthood of believers
upholds their belief in religious liberty. All Christians have equal access to God's
revelation of truth through the careful study of the Bible. This is a position shared by all
post-reformational Christian groups.
12. Regeneration - When one receives Jesus Christ as Lord, the Holy Spirit does an
internal work within the person to redirect his life, making him to be born again - or to
use another biblical term, "regeneration." This is not merely choosing to "turn over a new
leaf," but is a matter of God beginning a life-long process of changing our desires and
affections.
13. Salvation - The only way to get into heaven is salvation through Jesus Christ. To
achieve salvation one must confess faith in God who sent his Son Jesus to die on the
cross for the sins of mankind.
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14. Salvation by Faith - It is only by faith and belief that Jesus died for mankind and that
He is the one and only God that people gain entrance into heaven.
15. The Second Coming - Baptists generally believe in the literal Second Coming of
Christ when God will judge and divide between the saved and the lost and Christ will
judge believers, rewarding them for acts done while living on earth.
16. The Trinity - They believe in only one God who reveals Himself as God the Father,
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.
17. The True Church - The doctrine of a believers church is a key belief in Baptist life.
Members come into the church personally, individually, and freely. No one is "born into
the church." Only those who have personal faith in Christ comprise the true church in the
eyes of God - and only those should be counted as members of the church.
Pentecostal
The Assemblies of God (AG) denomination consists of more than 2.6 million people in
the United States and more than 48 million members worldwide.
Founding:
The Assemblies of God trace their roots back to a revival that began in the late 1800's.
The revival was characterized by a widespread experience called the "Baptism in the
Holy Spirit," and speaking in tongues.
The leaders of this revival decided to unite in a cooperative fellowship in 1914 in Hot
Springs, Arkansas. Three hundred ministers and laymen gathered to discuss the growing
need for doctrinal unity and other common goals. As a result The General Council of the
Assemblies of God was formed, uniting the assemblies in ministry and legal identity, yet
preserving each congregation as self-governing and self-supporting entities.
Prominent Founders:
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Eudorus N. Bell, Charles Fox Parham.
Geography:
The Assemblies of God is the largest of the Pentecostal Christian denominations in the
world today. There are approximately 12,100 AG churches in the United States and some
236,022 churches and outstations in 191 other countries. Brazil has the largest number of
Assemblies of God churches, with more than 8 million members.
Governing Body:
The legislative body ruling over the Assemblies of God is called the General Council.
The council is comprised of each ordained minister within all AG churches and one
delegate from each of the churches. Each AG church maintains local autonomy as a selfsupporting and self-governing entity, and elects its own pastors, elders and officers.
Apart from the local congregations, there are 57 districts in the fellowship of the
Assemblies of God, each headed by a District Council. Each district can ordain ministers,
plant churches, and offer assistance to the churches within their district. There are also
seven divisions within the international headquarters of the Assemblies of God including
the Division of Christian Education, Church Ministries, Communications, Foreign
Missions, Home Missions, Publication, and other departments.
Basic Tenets of the Faith
1. The Bible - The entire Bible (Old and New Testaments) is the divinely inspired truth
delivered by God. The Bible is the ultimate example of how to live one's life of faith.
2. The Godhead - God the Father, God the Son (Jesus Christ), and God the Holy Spirit,
are three distinct persons, existing in a unified form as one body. God is the creator and
sustainer of the universe. He is revealed in the Bible. He is eternal, with no beginning and
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no end. Jesus Christ was the human incarnation of God the Father. He was born of the
Virgin Mary. He lived a sinless life and died by crucifixion for the sins of the world. He
was resurrected from the dead on the third day and exalted to heaven with God. The Holy
Spirit is the essence of God which moves among the people, touching believers here on
Earth.
3. The Church - The church is the Body of Christ here on Earth. Its mission is to spread
the word of God to all the nations.
4. The Future - In the near future Jesus Christ will return to claim his bride, the church.
This event is called the Rapture of the Church. Current and past Christians will be taken
to live with Christ forever. Later Christ will return to earth in the Second Coming of
Jesus Christ.
Ordinances
1. Holy Communion - Believers commemorate Christ's Last Supper here on Earth. The
bread and wine are symbolic representations of the body and blood of Jesus, offered in
sacrifice for the sins of the world. Read more about Communion.
2. Water Baptism - Believers take part in water baptism by complete immersion. This is a
public showing of one's acceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Read more about
Baptism.
Statement of Fundamental Truths
1. We believe the Scriptures are inspired by God.
2. We believe there is One True God revealed in three persons.
3. We believe in the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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4. We believe man willingly fell into sin – ushering in evil and death, both physical and
spiritual, into the world.
5. We believe every person can be restored to fellowship with God through accepting
Christ's offer of forgiveness and salvation.
6. We believe in Water Baptism by immersion after salvation, and Holy Communion as a
symbolic remembrance of Christ's suffering and death for our salvation.
7. We believe the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is a special experience following salvation
that empowers believers for witnessing and effective service.
8. We believe the initial evidence of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is speaking in tongues
as experienced on the Day of Pentecost.
9. We believe sanctification initially occurs at Salvation, but is also a progressive lifelong
process.
10. We believe the church has a mission to seek and save all who are lost in sin.
11. We believe a divinely called and biblically ordained leadership ministry serves the
church.
12. We believe divine healing of the sick is a privilege for Christians today and is
provided for in Christ's atonement.
13. We believe in the Blessed Hope - when Jesus raptures his church prior to his return to
Earth.
14. We believe in the millennial reign of Christ when Jesus returns with his saints at his
second coming and begins his rule over earth for 1,000 years.
15. We believe in a final judgment for those who have rejected Christ.
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16. We believe in a new heavens and a new earth that Christ is preparing for all people
who have accepted Him.
Seventh-day Adventists
The Seventh-day Adventist Church (abbreviated SDA) is a denomination that grew out of
the prophetic Millerite movement in the United States during the middle part of the 19th
century. It considers itself a branch of Protestant Christianity, though differences in
doctrine and practice have led some mainstream Christians to dispute that designation.
The name of the Seventh-day Adventist denomination indicates its two main distinctive
characteristics: Sabbath observance on the seventh day (i.e., Saturday) and an expectation
that the end of the world is drawing near.
Other distinguishing characteristics include adherence to the teachings of Ellen G. White
and various dietary observances rooted in Jewish law.
As of 2005, the Seventh-day Adventist Church had 12 million baptized members and
about 25 million total members and adherents worldwide. The Seventh-day Adventist
Church is one of the world's fastest-growing organizations, primarily due to increases in
Third World membership. It now operates in 203 out of 228 countries recognized by the
United Nations.
Beliefs and Practices
Seventh-day Adventist doctrine is rooted in the Anabaptist Protestant tradition. Adventist
doctrine resembles mainstream orthodox Trinitarian Protestant theology, with a few
exceptions such as the following.
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1. Adventism. Belief in an imminent, pre-millennial, universally visible second advent,
preceded by a time of trouble when the righteous will be persecuted and a false second
coming where Satan impersonates the Messiah.
2. Ellen G. White. Teaching that the "Spirit of Prophecy," an identifying mark of the
remnant church, was manifested in the ministry of Ellen G. White, whom Adventists
recognize as the Lord's messenger. Her "writings are a continuing and authoritative
source of truth which provide for the church comfort, guidance, instruction, and
correction."(28 Fundamental Beliefs) They also make clear that the Bible is the standard
by which all teachings and experience must be tested.
3. State of the dead. Seventh-day Adventists believe that death is a sleep during which the
"dead know nothing" (Ecclesiastes 9:5). This view maintains that the person has no
conscious form of existence until the resurrection, either at the second coming of Jesus
(in the case of the righteous) or after the millennium of Revelation 20 (in the case of the
wicked). Because of this view, Seventh-day Adventists do not believe hell currently
exists and believe further that the wicked will be destroyed at the end of time.
4. Seventh-day Adventists oppose the formulation of creedal statements and prefer to
view the fundamental beliefs as descriptors rather than prescriptors. However, divergence
from the published position is frowned upon.
5. Seventh-day Adventists observe a 24-hour sunset-to-sunset Sabbath commencing
Friday evening. Justification for this belief is garnered from the creation account in
Genesis in which God rested on the seventh day, an approach later immortalized in the
Ten Commandments. Seventh-day Adventists maintain that there is no biblical mandate
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for the change from the "true Sabbath" to Sunday observance, which is to say that
Sunday-keeping is merely a "tradition of men."
6. Church services follow an evangelical format, with emphasis placed on the sermon.
During the week prayer meetings may be conducted and children often attend Adventist
schools.
7. Seventh-day Adventists practice adult baptism by full immersion in a similar manner
to the Baptists. Infants are dedicated rather than baptized, as it is argued that baptism
requires consent and moral responsibility.
8. Seventh-day Adventists practice communion four times a year, reflecting their
Methodist roots. The communion is an open service (available to members and nonmembers) and includes a foot-washing ceremony (commonly referred to as the Ordinance
of Humility) and consumption of the Lord's Supper.
9. Seventh-day Adventists do not eat pork or other unclean meat as identified in the book
of Leviticus and many avoid all meat for health reasons.
10. Missionary outreach of the Seventh-day Adventist Church is aimed at both
unbelievers and other Christian churches.
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CHAPTER 4: BELIEVER’S VOICE

Christian faith is based upon the fact that there is only one God and one Bible, the Word
of God. The Christian history was built over a period of time during the past and people
walked on faith based on the revelation God gave to them. Christianity suffered through
different beliefs, divisions, persecution and reformation. Various denominations came
into existence and different powers ruled the churches. People were carried away by the
teachings and practices of denominations. Even though people have their own choices to
make most of the time they end up in believing what is taught in the family and by the
churches. In the midst of all these, people still make their own choices live by their own
revelation that God gives them.
In order to achieve the objective of this research, it is important to listen to the voice of
the believers on what they really believe. Even though the denominational believes are
known, it makes more sense to listen directly from the believers. In order to achieve this,
a questionnaire as in APPENDIX-6 was sent out to believers of various denominations.
The questionnaire tests the level of belief one has on the various aspects of Christianity
including the fundamental doctrines of Christianity and various doctrines of the New
Testament. For each aspect the believers were asked to rate themselves on a scale of 1 to
6.

Various levels of their agreement and disagreement were measured by this

questionnaire.
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Survey participation
elievers from various denominations
Even though all denominations are not covered, bbelievers
responded to this survey.. The list of denominations of survey participants is given below.

Denominations of Survey Participants
Presbyterian

Protestant Roman Catholic Adventist

Pentecostal

Anglican
Baptist

Others

Orthodox

Jacobite

NonDenominational

Judaism
Lutheran

Mormon

Marthomite

Methodist

Believers from various countries responded to this survey. A list of countries of survey
surve
participants is given below.

Countries of Survey Participants
South Africa

UK

Canada

Philippines

India

Palestine

Malaysia

kenya
Brazil

USA

Tanzania

77

Survey feedback analysis
A detailed analysis has been conducted and the result of the analysis is presented below.
Sample representing each denomination has been taken from the survey results and
charted to reflect the extent of their agreement or disagreement for various beliefs.

1. Only one true God, who is Jehovah
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

2. Godhead or Trinity - the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5
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3. Creation of the universe and life according to Genesis
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

4. Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the Messiah, the son of the living God
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

5. Jesus Christ was a perfect God and a perfect man, who walked in Israel 2000 years ago
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5
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6. Jesus Christ was born as a human being through the virgin birth.
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

7. Jesus Christ physically died at the Cross of Golgotha.
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

8. Jesus Christ bodily resurrected from death
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5
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9. Jesus is the only way to God the Father
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

10. The sacred books of the Bible were inspired by God, written by Prophets and
Apostles.
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

11. The Bible is the Supreme Authority for the Church.
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5
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12. Christ's atoning sacrifice for our sins (Christ's death for our sins)
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

13. Justification - sinner being declared by God as righteous
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

14. The secret coming of the Lord (Rapture)
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5
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15. The millennium reign of Christ (1000 years)
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

16. The second coming of the Lord
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

17. Resurrection of Saints, Eternal Judgment and Eternity (heaven or hell)
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5
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18. Immersion water baptism after salvation in the name of Father, Son and the Holy
Spirit
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

19. Anointing of the Holy Spirit
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

20. Speaking in tongues
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5
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21. Prophecy and other spiritual gifts
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

22. Divine healing
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

23. Separation and holy life
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5
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24. Preaching of the Gospel and leading others towards Christ (Salvation)
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

25. Not worshipping idols of any form
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

26. Assembling of saints (Church gathering)
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5
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27. Ministry of Angels
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

28. Existence of Satan and Demons
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

29. Observing Holy Communion (Lord’s supper/the bread and the wine)
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5
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30. Giving one tenth of the income to God (tithe)
5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Roman Catholic
Protestant
Presbyterian
Pentecostal
Methodist
Marthomite
Lutheran
Jacobite
Baptist
Anglican
Adventist
0

1

2

3

4

5

Variation in beliefs
The level of agreement or disagreement to a particular belief is found to be varying
among believers of the same denomination. The following graph
raph shows the variation in
the level off agreement and disagreement of nine feedbacks received for eleven questions
from individuals who belong to the same Roman Catholic denomination..

Varying belief among believers of
the same denomination
Level of agreement

Q14
5

Q15

4

Q16

3

Q17

2

5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

Q18

1

Q19

0
1

Q20
2

3 4

5

6

7 8

9 10 11

Response of 11 individuals

Q21
Q22

This shows that even among people who belong to the same denomination,
denominat
the level of
agreement or disagreement to a particular belief varies considerably.
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Distinct denominations
Out of the whole survey feedback received, two denominations are found to be distinct in
terms of their responses. They are Judaism and Mormon Christians. Their feedbacks
closely reflect the belief of their denomination. The analysis details are presented here.
Judaism
1. Only one true God, who is Jehovah
2. Godhead or Trinity - the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
3. Creation of the universe and life according to Genesis
4. Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the Messiah, the son of the living God
5. Jesus Christ was a perfect God and a perfect man, who walked in Israel
2000 years ago
6. Jesus Christ was born as a human being through the virgin birth.
7. Jesus Christ physically died at the Cross of Golgotha.
8. Jesus Christ bodily resurrected from death
9. Jesus is the only way to God the Father
10. The sacred books of the Bible were inspired by God, written by Prophets
and Apostles.
11. The Bible is the Supreme Authority for the Church.
12. Christ's atoning sacrifice for our sins (Christ's death for our sins)
13. Justification - sinner being declared by God as righteous
14. The secret coming of the Lord (Rapture)
15. The millennium reign of Christ (1000 years)
16 The second coming of the Lord
17. Resurrection of Saints, Eternal Judgment and Eternity (heaven or hell)
18. Immersion water baptism after salvation in the name of Father, Son and
the Holy Spirit
19. Anointing of the Holy Spirit
20. Speaking in tongues
21. Prophecy and other spiritual gifts
22. Divine healing
23. Separation and holy life
24. Preaching of the Gospel and leading others towards Christ (Salvation)
25. Not worshipping idols of any form
26. Assembling of saints (Church gathering)
27. Ministry of Angels
28. Existence of Satan and Demons
29. Observing Holy Communion (Lord’s supper/the bread and the wine)
30. Giving one tenth of the income to God (tithe)

5
1
4
1
1
1
3
1
1
4
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
3
1
1
5
1
1
1
1
2
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Level of agreement

5

Belief of Judaism - many
disagreements

4.5
4

5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree

3.5
3
2.5
2
1.5
1
0.5
0
1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 25 27 29

Mormon Christian
1. Only one true God, who is Jehovah
2. Godhead or Trinity - the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
3. Creation of the universe and life according to Gene
Genesis
4. Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the Messiah, the son of the living God
5. Jesus Christ was a perfect God and a perfect man, who walked in Israel
2000 years ago
6. Jesus Christ was born as a human being through the virgin birth.
7. Jesus Christ
rist physically died at the Cross of Golgotha.
8. Jesus Christ bodily resurrected from death
9. Jesus is the only way to God the Father
10. The sacred books of the Bible were inspired by God, written by Prophets
and Apostles.
11. The Bible
ble is the Supreme Authority for the Church.
12. Christ's atoning sacrifice for our sins (Christ's death for our sins)
13. Justification - sinner being declared by God as righteous
14. The secret coming of the Lord (Rapture)
15. The millennium
lennium reign of Christ (1000 years)
16 The second coming of the Lord
17. Resurrection of Saints, Eternal Judgment and Eternity (heaven or hell)
18. Immersion water baptism after salvation in the name of Father, Son and the
Holy Spirit
19. Anointing of the Holy Spirit
20. Speaking in tongues
21. Prophecy and other spiritual gifts

1
1
4
1
1
2
3
1
1
1
4
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
4
1
3
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22. Divine healing
23. Separation and holy life
24. Preaching of the Gospel and leading others towards Christ (Salvation)
25. Not worshipping idols of any form
26. Assembling of saints (Church gathering)
27. Ministry of Angels
28. Existence of Satan and Demons
29. Observing Holy Communion (Lord’s supper/the bread and the wine)
30. Giving one tenth of the inco
income to God (tithe)

Level of agreement

5

Belief of Mormon - many
disagreements

4.5
4
3.5
3
2.5
2
1.5
1
0.5
0
1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 25 27 29

5
3
1
5
1
2
2
4
1

5. Strongly agree
4. Agree
3. Neutral
2. Disagree
1. Strongly disagree
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CHAPTER 5: CONCLUSION

The objective of this research was to analyze the variation in beliefs of Christianity today
with respect to the belief systems of various denominations and the Bible. This has been
achieved during the course of the research and presented in various chapters of this
thesis. Chapter 1 gives an overview of the fundamental Christian beliefs. Chapter 2
provides a historical overview of the Church. Chapter 3 is a study of denominations and
analysis of their doctrines. Chapter 4 contains the analysis and presentation of the survey
results.
Following are the conclusions derived based on the study and the analysis of the survey
results. These conclusions together will address the challenging question “One God, One
Bible then why different beliefs?”
-

Each denomination in Christianity is the result of human effort and
misinterpretation of doctrines or beliefs and practices.

-

The pioneers were all human who saw what they believed to be glaring errors in
teaching and practice proposed teaching of their own and resulted in various
denominations.

-

Various denominations and teachings came about as a result of pride and
arrogance coupled with a lack of belief that the Holy Spirit infallibly guides the
Church.
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-

Throughout the Church history, when a human decided to refuse to accept the
yoke of obedience to the Bride of Christ, they end up rejecting Christ, because
they have rejected His teachings.

-

By starting new denominations, their limited intellects, coupled with feet of clay,
have led them build houses on weak foundations. Beliefs of these denominations
are fables and never lead anyone to live Christ like.

-

Over the past many had made attempt to redefine and reconstruct religion and
religious practices gave birth to denominations.

-

At times man took it upon himself to revise and revamp religious practices in
order to add on to and take away what was set down originally.

-

Once the Church goes away from the truth due to wrong doctrines, a reformation
is required to bring back the Church on track.

This resulted in another

denomination with another set of beliefs and practices.
-

Man pursues God depending on his walk with the Lord. A closer walk results in
understanding the secrets of heavenly. When his understanding is translated into
certain set of practices and is followed by a devoted group, it results in another
faith group or denomination.

-

God at times chooses to reveal himself specifically to certain individuals. Such a
revelation of God results in new set of teachings followed by practitioners.

All that said above can happen even in the life of an ordinary believer. Irrespective of
what denomination he or she belongs to, the influence of all or few of the above, offsets
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his or her belief system. The believer eventually loses few older beliefs and gains few of
the newer ones.

The hypothesis of this research was defined as “more than the external factors that
cause variation in beliefs, it is the preference of every individual to believe and pursue
what is revealed to him or her”.

From the above said arguments, it can be easily

concluded that the hypothesis is proved to be true. Exactly this is the reason for the
origin of various denominations and the beliefs among Christianity that we see today.
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APPENDIX-1: CHURCH HISTORY TIMELINE

1. Birth of the Church
~5 BC Jesus of Nazareth Is Born
~30 The Resurrection of Jesus
46 Paul Begins Missionary Journeys

2. First Era of Persecution
64 Nero Burns Rome
70 The Destruction of Jerusalem
81 Domitian Persecution Begins
98 Trajan Persecution Begins
100 Justin Martyr Is Born
108 Martyrdom of Ignatius
117 Hadrian Persecution Begins
130 Conversion of Justin Martyr
130 Irenaeus Is Born
138 Antoninus Pius Persecution Begins
150 Clement of Alexandria Is Born
153 Justin Writes First Apology
155 Martyrdom of Polycarp
155 Tertullian Is Born

160 Justin Writes Dialogue with Trypho
161 Marcus Aurelius Persecution Begins
165 Martyrdom of Justin
178 Irenaeus Is Bishop of Lyon
178 Celsus Writes True Reason
185 Iraneaus Writes Against Heresies
185 Origen Is Born
189 Clement of Alexandria Begins to Write
193 Septimius Severus Persecution Begins
197 Tertullian Begins to Write
200 Cyprian of Carthage Is Born
211 Caracalla Persecution Begins

3. First Era of Peace
218 First Era of Peace Begins
220 Origen Begins to Write
230 Church at Dura-Europas Built
248 Cyprian Is Bishop of Carthage
248 Origen Writes Contra Celsus
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4. Second Era of Persecution
249 Decius begins empire-wide
persecution
250 Arius is born
251 Problem of the lapsed begins
251 Anthony is born
255 Rebaptism controversy
257 Valerian persecution begins
5. Second Era of Peace
260 Second era of peace begins
260 Eusebius is born

1. Era of Constantine
311 Edict of Toleration
311 Donatist schism begins
312 Battle of Milvian Bridge
313 Edict of Milan
315 Arian controversy begins
316 Martin of Tours is born
324 Constantine controls entire empire
324 Pachomius starts commune
325 Council of Nicea
2. Christianization of the Empire
325 Council of Nicea

264 Councils at Antioch
269 Anthony goes into the desert
286 Pachomius is born
302 Era of peace ends
6. The Great Persecution
303 The Great Persecution begins
311 Edict of Toleration
311 Donatist schism begins
312 Battle of Milvian Bridge
313 Edict of Milan
315 Arian controversy begins

328 Athanasius is bishop Alexandria
330 Constantinople founded
337 Constantine's baptism and death
339 Ambrose is born
345 Chrysostom is born
347 Jerome is born
353 Constantius' pro-Arian policy
354 Augustine is born
360 John Cassian is born
361 Julian the Apostate gains control
367 Athanasius defines New Testament
370 Basil becomes bishop of Caesarea
378 Battle of Adrianople
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3. Barbaric Invasions Begin
379 Theodosius becomes emperor
381 Council of Constantinople
385 Ambrose prevails
387 Augustine's conversion
395 Augustine becomes bishop of Hippo

1. Barbarism Continues
432 Patrick's mission to Ireland
440 Leo the Great becomes pope
449 The "Robber Synod"
451 Council of Chalcedon
455 Vandals sack Rome
476 Odoacer deposes last Roman emperor
480 Benedict is born
2. Frankish Empire
496 Clovis is baptized
529 Synod of Orange
540 Benedict writes his Rule
553 Second Council of Constantinople
563 Coulmba's mission to Iona
590 Gregory the Great becomes pope
664 Synod of Whitby
711 Moors control Spain
716 Boniface's mission to the Germans
731 Bede writes Church History
732 Battle of Tours
772 Charlemagne attacks the Saxons

398 Chrysostom bishop of Constantinople
406 Jeromes completes the Vulgate
410 Fall of Rome
418 Synod of Carthage
431 Council of Ephesus

781 Alcuin becomes royal advisor
787 Second Council of Nicea
800 Charlemagne becomes emperor
3. Raiders and Crusaders
793 Vikings raid Lindisfarne
827 Saracens raid Sicily
841 Vikings establish base in Dublin
860 Cyril & Methodius' missions to
Germany
907 Magyars destroy Bavarian army
950 Conversion of Olga of Russia
955 Otto I defeats Magyars
1054 East and West split
1088 Christinaztion of Russia
1093 Anselm becomes archbishop of
Cantebury
1095 Council of Clermont
1095 Crusade begin
1099 Crusaders take Jerusalem
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4. Scholastics and Mystics
1115 Bernard founds monastery at Clairvaux
1122 Concordat of Worms
1141 Abelard is condemned
1144 Fall of Edessa
1150 Universities at Paris and Oxford
1175 Waldensian movement begins
1208 Francis renounces wealth
1215 Fourth Lateran Council
1272 Thomas completes Summa Theologica
1291 End of crusader presence in holyland
1309 "Babylon captivity" begins
1337 The Hundred Years War begins
1370 Catherine of Sienna writes Letters
1377 "Babylon captivity" ends

1. 16th Century
1512 Michelangelo completes the Sistine
Chapel
1517 Luther's 95 theses
1521 Diet of Worms
1522 Ignatius Loyola writes Spiritual
Exercises
1524 Peasant's War
1525 Anabaptist movement begins
1529 Colloguy at Marburg
1530 Augsburg Confession
1530 St. Peter's Basilica rebuilt
1536 Calvins Institutes first edition
1536 Henry VIII and Act of Supremacy
1545 Council of Trent and Counter
Reformation

5. Change Is on the Horizon
1378 The Great Schism
1380 Wycliffe condemned
1409 Council of Pisa
1413 Lollard rebellion
1414 Council of Constance begins
1415 Jon Huss burned at stake
1423 The Great Schism ends
1431 Joan of Arc martyred
1453 Fall of Constantinople
1492 Columbus discovers the New World
1497 Savonarola excommunicated
1498 Savonarola executed

1549 Book of Common Prayer
1549 Xavier begins mission in Japan
1554 Marian Persecution and flight to
Geneva
1555 Latimer and Oxford Martyrs
1559 John Knox returns to Scotland
1559 Calvin's Institutes final edition
1565 Teresa of Avila writes The Way of
Perfection
1572 Huguenot St. Bartholomew's Day
massacre
1576 Pacification of Ghent
1595 Ricci's The True Doctrine of God
1596 Japanese persecute Christians
1598 Edict of Nantes
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2. 17th Century
1605 Gunpowder plot
1607 Founding of Jamestown
1608 John Smyth baptizes self in
Amsterdam
1611 King James Bible
1618 Synod of Dort
1618 Thirty Year's War begins
1620 Mayflower Covenant
1630 Puritan migration to New World
begins
1636 Roger Williams founds Rhode Island
1637 Descartes' Discourse on Method
1638 Harvard College founded
1641 Comenius driven from homeland
1642 Civil War in England
1646 Westminster Confession
1653 Cromwell's Protectorate begins
1556 Quakers persecuted in Massachusetts
1660 First Quaker Peace Statement
1678 Pilgrim's Progress first edition
1685 Bach and Handel born
1685 Revocation of Edict of Nantes
1689 Tolerance in England
1690 Locke's Essay
3. 18th Century
1727 Moravian Baptism of Holy Spirit
1728 William Law's Serious Call
1733 Founding of Georgia
1735 Jonathan Edwards and the Great
Awakening
1736 Wesley in Georgia
1738 Wesley's conversion
1775 Revolutionary War begins
1776 Declaration ofIndependence
1781 Kant's Critique of Pure Reason
1784 Methodist Episcopal Church founded
1787 Toleration in France
1793 William Carey sails for India
4. 19th Century
1801 Cane Ridge revival
1804 British and Foreign Bible Society
1807 Wilberforce and anti-slavery
movement

1807 Hegel's Phenomenology of the Spirit
1816 Judson sails for India
1816 American Bible Soceity
1817 Elizabeth Fry committee to Newgate
Prison
1827 Alexander Campbell founds Disciples
1827 Darby's Nature and Unity of the
Christian Church
1830 Finney revivals (Rochester)
1843 William Miller and Adventism
1853 Hudson Taylor to China
1854 Kierkegaard's attack on Christendom
1854 Spurgeon becomes pastor New Park
St. Church
1857 Livingston's Missionary Travels
published
1859 Darwin's Origin of Species
1860 Moody's conversion
1864 Syllabus of Errors
1869 I Vatican Council
1870 Dogma of Papal Infallibility
1872 Moody begins preaching
1886 Student Volunteer Movement
5. 20th Century
1904 Azusa St. revival
1909 Scofield's Bible
1910 Intl. Missionary conference, Edinburg
1910 The Fundamentals published
1914 World War I begins
1919 Karl Barth on Romans
1926 First Chinese Catholic bishops
1937 Oxford and Edinburgh Conferences
1939 World War II begins
1940 Wycliffe Bible Translators founded
1945 Bonhoeffer's death
1947 Dead Sea Scrolls discovered
1948 World Council of Churches formed
1949 Los Angeles Crusade catapults
Graham
1950 Dogma of Assumption of Mary
1952 C.S. Lewis's Mere Christianity
1962 Vatican II
1965 China church grows despite Cultural
Revolution
1968 Martin Luther King, Jr. assassinated
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6. 1970 –now
1970 Good-bye to Frank Laubach, Apostle of Literacy
1970 Teresa of Avila, First Woman Doctor
1972 Forbidden Truth; Chronicle Documented Cruelty
1972 20th Prison Anniversary for Watchman Nee
1972 Moiseyev Martyred by Soviets
1973 Roe vs. Wade: Abortion's Religious Dimension
1973 "No Intentional Wrongdoing" by Thomas Road Baptist
1973 Chuck Colson's 1st Geniune Prayer
1973 Tolkien's Middle-Earth a Christian World
1973 Christian Elements & Symbols in Tolkien
1973 Ken Pike: From Shyness to Scholastic Honors
1973 Solzhenitsyn's Gulag Archipelago Published
1974 Feminine Revolt: 11 Demand Ordination
1974 The End for Evelyn "Granny" Brand
1975 Oliver Plunkett Canonized
1977 Christian Campus Destroyed in Flood
1978 US Stamp Honored Ex-Slave Harriet Tubman
1978 Solzhenitsyn's Commencement Speech
1978 The New International Version Published
1980 Outspoken Hero, Bishop Romero, Assassinated
1981 Coptic Leader Shenouda III Deposed
1984 Student Protest in Poland
1984 Schaeffer Energized Evangelical Thought & Action
1984 Noble Alexander Stepped off a Plane
1984 Vatican Rebuked Theology of Marxists
1987 J. Edwin Orr, Revival Man
1987 Pat Robertson's Presidential Bid
1990 Alexander Men Murdered One Sunday
1992 Islamic Gunmen Hit Christian Radio Station
1993 Missionaries Kidnapped in Columbia
1993 Finally Israel & Vatican Agreed
1994 Death of Persistent Jim Broomhall
1999 Columbine Killers Targeted Christians, Too
2001 The West at the Dawn of the 21st Century
2001 The Explosion of Christianity in Africa
2002 James Ossuary Passed a Test for Authenticity
2003 Come, Father, Heal Our Land by Enos Martin
2003 500-Year Old Swiss Wound Had to Be Healed
2006 Deciphering The Da Vinci Code
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APPENDIX-2: COMPARISON OF FACTS AND STATS OF CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS
Catholic

Orthodox

Lutheran

Reformed/
Presbyterian

Methodist/
Wesleyan

Anglican/
Episcopalian

Date Founded
as Distinct
Denomination

Gradual
development;
1054 AD (Great
Schism between
East and West)

Gradual
development;
1054 AD (Great
Schism) (see
GOAA)

1530
(Augsburg
Confession)

c. 1520
(Reformed);
1560
(Presbyterian)

1787

1534 (King Henry's
Act of Supremacy)

Place(s)
Founded

Rome; Western
Roman Empire

Constantinople,
Eastern Roman
Empire

Germany

Switzerland,
Scotland

England

England

Founders (in
addition to
Jesus, Apostles
& Church
Fathers)

St. Peter
(Catholic view);
various bishops
of Rome

various eastern
church fathers;
Patriarch Michael
Cerularius (1054)

Reformation
Roots

Catholic/Counter
n/a
- Reformation

Number of
Adherents

65 million in the
US 1.5 billion
worldwide

5.9 million in the
US 225 million
worldwide

Martin Luther,
Philip
Melanchthon

Ulrich Zwingli,
John Calvin,
Theodore Beza,
John Knox

John Wesley

King Henry VIII,
Queen Elizabeth I,
Thomas Cromwell,
Thomas Cranmer,
Hugh Latimer,
Nicholas Ridley

German
Reformation

Reformed
Theology,
Scottish
Reformation

English
Reformation

English Reformation

66 million
worldwide

2.5 million in the 8.3 million in
PCUSA
UMC in 2003

70 million in 161
countries in the
Anglican Communion,
2.3 million in the US
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Dominant
Regions

France, Italy,
Spain, Latin
America, USA

Russia, Greece

Germany,
Scandinavia

Switzerland,
Scotland

England, USA England

Original
Language

Latin

Greek

German

French

English

English

Worship Guide

Roman Missal

n/a

Book of
Concord

Directory for
Worship

Book of
Discipline

Book of Common
Prayer

Church
Government

Episcopal

Episcopal

Episcopal

Presbyterian

"connectional" Episcopal

Major
Churches in the n/a
USA

Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of
America; Orthodox
Church in
America;
Antiochian
Orthodox
Archdiocese of
North America

Evangelical
Lutheran
Church in
America
Presbyterian
(ELCA);
Church
Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod
(LCMS)

Other
Churches

n/a

British Orthodox
Church; Serbian
Orthodox Church;
Finland & Russian
Orthodox Church

Evangelical
Lutheran
Church in Italy;
Church of
Norway

Presbyterian
Methodist
Church of Wales;
Church in
Reformed
Great Britain
Church of France

Church of England;
Scottish Episcopal
Church

World Council
of Churches
Member?

no

some yes; some no

ELCA - yes;
LCMS - no

yes

yes

United
Methodist
Church

yes

Episcopalian Church
in the USA
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APPENDIX-3: COMPARISON OF CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS' BELIEFS
Religious
Authority

Catholic

Orthodox

Lutheran

Reformed/
Presbyterian

Anglican/
Episcopalian

Methodist/
Wesleyan

Baptist

Creeds &
Confessions

Many, but
special focus on
Apostles' Creed
and Nicene
Creed ( )

Nicene Creed
is "the
authoritative
expression of
the
fundamental
beliefs of the
Orthodox
Church."

Apostles' Creed,
Nicene Creed,
Athanasian
Creed,
Augsburg
Confession,
Formula of
Concord

Apostles'
Creed, Nicene
Creed,
Westminster
Confession

"We understand Nicene and
the Apostles'
Apostles'
creed as the
baptismal
symbol, and the
Nicene creed as
the sufficient
statement of the
Christian faith."

"We have
tended to avoid
embracing
prepared creeds
or other
statements that
might
compromise our
obligation to
interpret
Scripture as
individuals
within the
community of
faith under the
guidance of the
Holy Spirit."

Sacred Text

Holy Bible (Old
Testament, New
Testament, and
Apocrypha)

Holy Bible
(Old
Testament,
New
Testament, and
Apocrypha)

Holy Bible (Old
Testament and
New Testament
only).
Apocrypha can
be "useful"
reading and can
help to increase
one's faith.

Holy Bible
(Old
Testament and
New
Testament
only)

Holy Bible (Old
Testament and
New Testament
only).
Apocrypha
used only for
edification
(Tradition and
reason assist
interpretation.

Holy Bible (Old
Testament and
New Testament
only)

Holy Bible (Old
Testament and
New Testament
only)
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Inspiration &
Inerrancy of the
Bible

"The books of
Scripture firmly,
faithfully, and
without error
teach that truth
which God, for
the sake of our
salvation,
wished to see
confided to the
Sacred
Scriptures."

"God's
inspiration is
confined to the
original
languages and
utterances, not
the many
translations."
"While the
Bible is
treasured as a
valuable
written record
of God's
revelation, it
does not
contain wholly
that
revelation."

Inspired and
inerrant.
Inspired but not
inerrant.

The Bible is
inspired. "For
some, that
means the
Bible is
inerrant. For
others, it
means that
even though
the Bible is
culturally
conditioned
and not
necessarily
factual or even
always true, it
breathes with
the life of
God."

The OT and NT
contain all
things
necessary for
salvation.

Inspired and
inerrant in original
manuscripts, "and
have been
transmitted to the
present without
corruption of any
essential doctrine."

"Written by
men and
divinely
inspired. It has
God for its
author,
salvation for its
end, and truth,
without any
mixture of
error, for its
matter."
"The final
authority and
trustworthy for
faith and
practice."
Inspired by
God, written by
humans

Sources of
Doctrine

Bible, church
fathers, popes,
bishops; Seven
Ecumenial
Councils; Trent,
Vatican, and
other Catholic
councils

"The
Scriptures,
both the Old
and New
Testaments,
along with
Sacred
Apostolic
Tradition."
Seven

Bible alone

"Our standards
of belief are to
be found in the
Bible and in
the Church's
historic
Confession of
Faith."

"The Scriptures
and the
Gospels, the
Apostolic
Church and the
early Church
Fathers, are the
foundation of
Anglican faith
and worship."

"The Holy
Scripture contains
all things
necessary to
salvation.”

"We hold the
Scriptures, the
Old and New
Testaments, as
our final
authority. We
accept no
humanly
devised
confession or
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Ecumenical
Councils.
God & Spirits
The Trinity

Nature of Christ

creed as
binding."

Catholic

Orthodox

Lutheran

Reformed/
Presbyterian

Anglican/
Episcopalian

"The mystery of
the Most Holy
Trinity is the
central mystery
of the Christian
faith and of
Christian life.

"The
fundamental
truth of the
Orthodox
Church is the
faith revealed
in the True
God: the Holy
Trinity of the
Father, the
Son, and the
Holy Ghost."

"We teach that
the one true
God. is the
Father and the
Son and the
Holy Ghost,
three distinct
persons, but of
one and the
same divine
essence, equal
in power, equal
in eternity,
equal in
majesty,
because each
person
possesses the
one divine
essence."

"We trust in
the one triune
God."

"There is only
one God, the
Creator of the
universe, who
has three
'persons' or
aspects,
inseparable yet
unique parts of
the whole."

"Christ was
born with two
perfect natures,
the divine and
human, as
God-man."

"True God,
begotten of the
Father from
eternity, and
also true man,
born of the
Virgin Mary,

Christ is "fully "Jesus is the
human, fully
complete
God."
revelation of
God to us, and
as such, Jesus,
although fully
human with us,

"The Son is
consubstantial
with the Father,
which means
that, in the
Father and with
the Father the

Methodist/
Wesleyan
"With Christians
of other
communions we
confess belief in
the triune God—
Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit."
"We believe in the
one living and true
God... Within this
unity there are
three persons of
one essential
nature, power and
eternity--the
Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit."

"The Son, who is
the ... very and
eternal God, of one
substance with the
Father, took man's
nature... so that
two whole and

Baptist
"The eternal
triune God
reveals Himself
to us as Father,
Son, and Holy
Spirit, with
distinct
personal
attributes, but
without division
of nature,
essence, or
being."

Christ "is the
One Mediator,
fully God, fully
man, in whose
Person is
effected the
reconciliation
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[and] Lord."

Son is one and
the same God."

Resurrection of
Christ

"The mystery of
Christ's
resurrection is a
real event, with
manifestations
that were
historically
verified."

"The
Resurrection of
Christ is
considered by
the Church to
be the supreme
declaration of
faith."

“Lutherans
believe that
what history
does is to
demonstrate the
disciples' faith
in the
resurrection.
Their witness
and testimony
to Jesus' postdeath
appearances
make it
abundantly clear
that the
resurrection was
a primary object
of the apostolic
proclamation
from
Christianity's
very
beginning."

Christ "died,
was buried,
and was
resurrected by
God. For
Christians, this
resurrection is
God's most
amazing
miracle and
proof that
Jesus was
indeed divine."

is also fully
God—fully
divine."

perfect natures...
between God
were joined
and man."
together in one
person, never to be
divided; whereof is
one Christ, very
God and very
Man."

"We believe
that as a fully
human person,
Jesus died on
the cross at
Jerusalem, just
as all humans
die, yet death
could not keep
him, and so he
was raised from
the dead to life
again."

"Christ did truly
rise again from the
dead, and took
again his body,
with all things
appertaining to the
perfection of man's
nature, wherewith
he ascended into
heaven."
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Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit
proceeds from
the Father and
from the Son

Angels

"The existence
of the spiritual,
non-corporeal
beings that
Sacred Scripture
usually calls
"angels" is a
truth of faith.
The witness of
Scripture is as
clear as the
unanimity of
Tradition... They
are personal and
immortal
creatures,
surpassing in

"The Holy
Spirit is the
Third Person
of the Holy
Trinity, Who
proceeds from
the Father
only."

"The Holy
Spirit - as
person - might
be said to be
one of God's
'three faces'. In
carrying on
Jesus' earthly
ministry, the
Spirit's ongoing
work is to
reveal truth,
give life and
strengthen
faith."

"We trust in
God the Holy
Spirit,
everywhere
the giver and
renewer of
life."

"Most
Lutherans will
agree that belief
in angels is a
non-issue. We
simply accept
that they are in
the Bible and
may well be
part of the
realities of
heaven that we
will not fully
understand in
this life."

"Angelology
has not
traditionally
been
emphasized in
the Reformed
churches...."
Calvin
affirmed their
existence as
"celestial
spirits," but
doubted idea
of personal
guardian
angels.

"This is the
aspect of God
that is at work
in the world
that inspires us,
that speaks to
us and
strengthens us
to do the often
difficult work
that our faith
demands of us."

"The Holy Ghost,
proceeding from
the Father and the
Son, is of one
substance, majesty,
and glory with the
Father and the Son,
very and eternal
God."
"We believe in the
Holy Spirit who
proceeds from the
Father and the Son,
and is... truly and
eternally God."

"The Holy
Spirit is the
Spirit of God,
fully divine. He
inspired holy
men of old to
write the
Scriptures.
Through
illumination He
enables men to
understand
truth."
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perfection all
visible
creatures."
Satan and
Demons

Demons are
fallen angels
who can never
repent. Satan is a
pure spirit,
powerful and
evil, but limited
by God's
providence.

Mary

Mary had no
original sin,
remained free of
sin throughout
her life, is
"Mother of God"
and the new
Eve. Bodily
assumption into
heaven instead
of death.

Sin & Salvation

Catholic

Some
Lutherans
understand
Satan to be a
very real being,
others view
Satan
metaphorically.

Mary should
not be
regarded as a
mediator
between man
and God, but
she should be
honored as
"God-bearer"
and a model
for Christians.

Theotokos
("GodBearer").
Honored
highly, but no
immaculate
conception or
bodily
assumption
into the
heavens.
Orthodox

Historic
Baptists believe
in the literal
reality and
actual
personality of
Satan... though
they certainly
do not perceive
him as the
caricatured red
figure with
horns, a long
tail, and a
pitchfork.

Lutheran

Reformed/
Presbyterian

Mary was the
mother of Jesus
and one of his
disciples. Virgin
birth affirmed,
immaculate
conception denied.

Anglican/
Episcopalian

Methodist/
Wesleyan

Baptist
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Human Nature

"Being in the
image of God
the human
individual
possesses the
dignity of a
person, who is ...
capable of selfknowledge, of
self-possession
and of freely
giving himself
and entering into
communion with
other persons.
And he is called
by grace to a
covenant with
his Creator, to
offer him a
response of faith
and love that no
other creature
can give."

Humanity was
created in the
image and
likeness of
God. "'Image'
is... intellect,
emotion,
ethical
judgment, and
selfdetermination.
... The
'likeness' is the
human
potential to
become like
God."

"The first man
was not brute
like nor merely
capable of
intellectual
development,
but ... God
created man in
His own
image."

Body & Soul

"The unity of
soul and body is
so profound that
one has to
consider the soul
to be the "form"
of the body...;
spirit and matter,

Material and
spiritual
realities are
"closely bound
together. The
icon is an
example of this
belief....

Soul is not an
independent
entity but the
"life principle"
of the self,
which is a
psycho-physical
organism.

"We are part of
God's creation,
made in the
image of God...
[which] means
that we are free
to make
choices: to
love, to create,
to
reason, and to
live in harmony
with creation
and with God."
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Original Sin

Free will

in man, are not
two natures
united, but
rather their
union forms a
single nature."

Human life and
human
fulfillment are
inextricably
bound to both
the physical
and the
spiritual
dimensions of
human
existence."

Only a tendency
to sin. "Luther
and Calvin
taught as their
fundamental
error that no free
will properly so
called remained
in man after the
fall of our first
parents... and
that man in all
his actions sins."

"In fallen
humanity [the
image of God]
remains part of
human nature,
albeit
darkened,
wounded, and
weakened."
An unnatural
condition of
human life that
ends in death.

Adam's
offspring "have
lost the original
knowledge,
righteousness,
and holiness,
and thus all men
are sinners
already by birth,
dead in sins,
inclined to all
evil, and subject
to the wrath of
God."

"No one of us
is good enough
on our own-we are all
dependent
upon God's
goodness and
mercy... from
the kindest,
most devoted
churchgoer to
the most
blatant sinner."

"Man is very far
gone from original
righteousness, and
of his own nature
inclined to evil,
and that
continually."

Free to do good
or evil. "God has
endowed us with
reason and freewill, and a sense

"Man is truly
free only when
he is in
communion
with God;

Free only to do
evil

Free only to do
evil
Presbyterians
believe it is
through the

"We have no
power to do good
works, pleasant
and acceptable to
God, without the

"Humans are very
far gone from
original
righteousness, and
by nature are
continually
inclined to evil."
"The freedom
to respond to
the Lordship of
Christ in all
circumstances
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Atonement
(Purpose of
Christ's Death)

of
responsibility."

otherwise he is
only a slave to
his body or to
the world." At
the Fall,
"man's will
became
blurred, but did
not disappear."

"By his death
and
Resurrection,
Jesus Christ has
"opened" heaven
to us." Also
created merit
that is shared
with sinners
through
sacraments.

"Christ
enlightens the
minds of the
people, purifies
their hearts and
frees their wills
from the
bondage of the
devil. Christ
became flesh
to make
reconciliation
for the sins of
the people."

"The purpose of
this miraculous
incarnation of
the Son of God
was that He
might become
the Mediator
between God
and men, both
fulfilling the
divine Law and
suffering and
dying in the
place of
mankind. In this
manner God
reconciled the
whole sinful
world unto
Himself."

action of God
working in us
that we
become aware
of our
sinfulness and
our need for
God's mercy
and
forgiveness."

grace of God by
Christ preventing
us."

is fundamental
to the Christian
gospel and to
human dignity."

"Through
Jesus' death
and
resurrection
God triumphed
over sin."

Christ " truly
suffered, was
crucified, dead,
and buried, to
reconcile his
Father to us, and to
be a sacrifice, not
only for original
guilt, but also for
actual sins of men.
"

Christ "honored
the divine law
by His personal
obedience, and
in His
substitutionary
death on the
cross He made
provision for
the redemption
of men from
sin."

"Christ's offering
of himself...
through His
sufferings and
meritorious death
on the cross,
provides the
perfect redemption
and atonement for
the sins of the
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whole world."
Means of
Salvation

Grace

Received at
baptism; may be
lost by mortal
sin; regained by
penance

Prevenient grace
helps one
believe;
efficacious grace
cooperates with
the human will
to do good

"The
acceptance of
Christ as the
Savior through
confession in
Christ as the
True God is
the highest gift
given to the
believer by the
Holy Spirit.
...acceptance is
his own choice
through his
own free will.
This is why
one is
responsible for
his own fate."

"Faith in Christ
is the only way
for men to
obtain personal
reconciliation
with God, that
is, forgiveness
of sins"

Common grace
enabling good
works given to
all; sufficient
grace for
salvation given
to elect only

"We are able
to choose God
because God
first chose us."

"We are
accounted
righteous
before God,
only for the
merit of our
Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ by
Faith, and not
for our own
works or
deservings.

"We are accounted
righteous before
God only for the
merit of our Lord
and Savior Jesus
Christ, by faith,
and not for our
own works or
deservings."
"The final destiny
of each person is
determined by
God's grace and
that person's
response,
evidenced
inevitably by a
moral character
which results from
that individual's
personal and
volitional choices."
Salvation is by
grace, which John
Wesley explained
as having three
aspects or stages:
prevenient grace,
justifying grace,

"Salvation
involves the
redemption of
the whole man,
and is offered
freely to all
who accept
Jesus Christ as
Lord and
Savior."
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and sanctifying
grace.
Predestination

Predestination to
heaven only, and
related to God's
foreknowledge.
"God
predestines no
one to go to
hell."

Perseverance
Once Saved

Can lose
salvation.
"Mortal sin cuts
us off entirely
from our true
last end."
Perseverance to
the end is a gift
of God, but we
must cooperate
with God's gift.

Seeks a middle
ground
between
Pelagianism
and
Augustinian
predestination.

Predestination
to heaven only.
"There is no...
Predestination
to damnation."

"We are able
to choose God
because God
first chose us."
Some modern
Presbyterians
are "very
concerned
about the few
statements in
the
confessions"
suggesting
predestination
to hell.

"Predestination
to Life is the
everlasting
purpose of
God... to
deliver from
curse and
damnation
those whom he
hath chosen in
Christ out of
mankind, and to
bring them by
Christ to
everlasting
salvation, as
vessels made to
honor."

Affirmed, but
understood in
terms of God
choosing those he
knew would freely
believe

Affirmed "Election is the
gracious
purpose of God,
according to
which He
regenerates,
justifies,
sanctifies, and
glorifies
sinners. It is
consistent with
the free agency
of man."

"Sanctification is
that renewal of our
fallen nature...
whereby we are...
enabled, through
grace, to love God
with all our hearts
and to walk in his
holy
commandments
blameless."

Salvation
cannot be lost.
"Those whom
God has
accepted in
Christ, and
sanctified by
His Spirit, will
never fall away
from the state
of grace, but
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Possible to lose
salvation if fall
into sin without
repentance.

shall persevere
to the end."

Good works

Meritorious

Good works in
the eyes of God
"are done for
the glory of God
and the good of
man, according
to the rule of
divine Law."
True good
works cannot be
done until saved
without works.

Good works
not sufficient
for avoiding
God's
judgment, but
follow after
salvation.
Good works
done without
faith are not
pleasant to
God.

"Although good
works, which are
the fruits of faith,
and follow after
justification,
cannot put away
our sins, and
endure the severity
of God's judgment;
yet are they
pleasing and
acceptable to God
in Christ, and
spring out of a true
and lively faith."

"Those who
truly have faith
in Christ
necessarily live
out that faith
expressing
compassion for
others for
whom He died."

End Times

"At the end of
time, the
Kingdom of
God will come
in its fullness.
After the
universal
judgment, the
righteous will
reign for ever
with Christ,

"We reject
every type of
millennialism,
or Chiliasm, the
opinions that
Christ will
return visibly to
this earth a
thousand years
before the end
of the world."

When and how
the end will
come are open
questions, but
"the cosmos
will be
renewed,
perfected,
purged of
impurities, and
subjected to

"The resurrection
of the righteous
dead will occur at
Christ's Second
Coming, and the
resurrection of the
wicked will occur
at a later time."

"God, in His
own time and in
His own way,
will bring the
world to its
appropriate end.
According to
His promise,
Jesus Christ
will return
personally and
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glorified in body
and soul. The
universe itself
will be
renewed."

"There is
considerable
latitude for
variations in
eschatological
position within
the Reformed
Tradition."
God's "judgment
will culminate in
the final meeting
of all persons
before His throne
of great majesty
and power, where
records will be
examined and final
rewards and
punishments will
be administered."

Judgment

Heaven

visibly in glory
to the earth; the
dead will be
raised; and
Christ will
judge all men in
righteousness."

the rule of
God."

Heaven is
"blessed
communion with
God and all who
are in Christ"
and "the
ultimate end and
fulfillment of the

"In their
spiritual
bodies the
saints will live
forever in rapt
adoration of
God."

"Heaven with its
eternal glory and
the blessedness of
Christ's presence is
the final abode of
those who choose
the salvation which
God provides
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through Jesus
Christ."

deepest human
longings, the
state of supreme,
definitive
happiness."
Purgatory

Affirmed - " All Denied
who die in God's
grace and
friendship, but
still imperfectly
purified. after
death they
undergo
purification, so
as to achieve the
holiness
necessary to
enter the joy of
heaven."

Denied.

Denied.

Denied.

Denied. Purgatory Denied.
is "vainly invented
and grounded upon
no warrant of
Scripture, but
repugnant to the
Word of God."

Eternal Hell

Affirmed. "The
chief
punishment of
hell is eternal
separation from
God."

Affirmed.

Affirmed by
some. "In a
1996
Presbyterian
Panel survey
only 51
percent of
members and
46 percent of
pastors said
they believed
in hell."

Affirmed.

Affirmed. "Hell
Affirmed.
with its everlasting
misery and
separation from
God is the final
abode of those
who neglect
[God's] great
salvation."

Affirmed.
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Miscellaneous
The Church

Other
Denominations

Catholic

Orthodox

Reformed/
Presbyterian

Church consists
of baptized
people who
have received
Christ as the
Son of God and
Savior of the
world.

"The sole
Church of Christ
which in the
Creed we
profess to be
one, holy,
catholic, and
apostolic,
subsists in the
Catholic
Church, which is
governed by the
successor of
Peter and by the
bishops in
communion with
him."

"The sole
Church of Christ
which in the
Creed we
profess to be
one, holy,
catholic, and
apostolic,
subsists in the
Catholic

Lutheran

Church made of
"all those who
have despaired
of their own
righteousness
before God and
believe that God
forgives their
sins for Christ's
sake."
"The Orthodox
Church
continuously
and without
interruption is
the true keeper
of the truths of
the Undivided
Church,
without

"The invisible
communion of
all believers"
includes visible
church
communions
where, "along
with error, so
much of the
Word of God

"The Church
of Scotland...
recognizes the
obligation to
seek and
promote union
with other
Churches in
which it finds
the Word to be

Anglican/
Episcopalian

Methodist/
Wesleyan

Baptist

"The visible
Church of
Christ is a
congregation of
faithful men, in
which the pure
Word of God is
preached, and
the Sacraments
be duly
ministered
according to
Christ's
ordinance, in all
those things
that of necessity
are requisite to
the same."

"The visible
church of Christ is
a congregation of
faithful men in
which the pure
Word of God is
preached, and the
Sacraments duly
administered."

"A New
Testament
church is. an
autonomous
local
congregation of
baptized
believers."

"The Church of
England is
committed to
working
towards the
goal of full
visible unity
within the
Christian
Church."

"The branches of
Christ's church
have developed
diverse traditions
that enlarge our
store of shared
understandings.
Our avowed
ecumenical
commitment as

"The Church is
a gathered
"The church
includes both those fellowship of
believers who have regenerated
gone to be with the believers, a sign
of the coming
Lord and those
who remain on the universal reign
of God."
earth."

"Cooperation is
desirable
between the
various
Christian
denominations,
when the end to
be attained is
itself justified,
and when such
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Other Religions

Church...
Nevertheless,
many elements
of sanctification
and of truth are
found outside its
visible
confines." Those
"who believe in
Christ and have
been properly
baptized are put
in a certain,
although
imperfect,
communion with
the Catholic
Church."

omissions or
additions."
Orthodox do
not seek to
proselytize
non-Orthodox
Christians, but
Orthodox who
join a different
Christian
church are
apostates.

still remains
that men may be
brought to the
knowledge of
their sins and to
faith in the
forgiveness of
sins, which
Christ has
gained for all
men." Warn
against
Unitarianism.

"Many elements
of sanctification
and of truth are
found outside
[the Catholic
Church's] visible
confines."

"The majority
of Orthodox
scholars would
accept
inclusivism.
This view
holds firmly to
the centrality
of Christ... yet
acknowledges

"Faith in Christ
is the only way
for men to
obtain personal
reconciliation
with God."
"There is a large
hope for
salvation, for all

United Methodists
is to gather our
own doctrinal
emphases into the
larger Christian
unity, there to be
made more
meaningful in a
richer whole."

purely
preached, the
sacraments
administered
according to
Christ's
ordinance, and
discipline
rightly
exercised."

"The Church of
England... seeks
to build up
good relations
with people of
other faith
traditions, and
to co-operate
with them
where possible

cooperation
involves no
violation of
conscience or
compromise of
loyalty to Christ
and His Word
as revealed in
the New
Testament."
"American
Baptist
Churches USA
respects the
variety of
theological
understandings
that its
members, and
other
Christians, have
embraced."
"There is no
salvation apart
from personal
faith in Jesus
Christ as Lord."
"Cherishing our
own God-given
gift of freedom
has motivated
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that salvation
can be found
outside
Christianity."

people
whenever or
wherever they
might have
lived and no
matter how
religious or
irreligious they
may have
proved to be
themselves."

in service to
society."

us to support
religious
freedom for all
to seek God's
will."
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APPENDIX-4: COMPARISON OF CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS' PRACTICES
Catholic

Role and
Type of
Clergy

Marriage
of Clergy

Orthodox

"To the apostles
and their
successors Christ
has entrusted the
office of teaching,
sanctifying and
governing in his
name and by his
power. But the
laity are made to
share in the
priestly,
prophetical, and
kingly office of
Christ."

Priests are celibate,
except in Eastern
Rite Catholicism
Priests may be
or for priests who
married.
were already
married when
ordained.

Lutheran

Presbyterian/
Reformed

Anglican/
Episcopalian

All
believers
are priests,
in that they
have direct
access to
God.
Clergy are
"pastors" or
"ministers."

Priests and
bishops. "The
historic
episcopate is
locally adapted
in the methods
of its
administration
to the varying
needs of the
nations and
peoples called
of God into the
unity of his
Church."

Ministers
may be
married.

"Bishops,
Priests, and
Deacons are
not
commanded by
God's Law
either to vow
the estate of
single life or to
abstain from
marriage:

Methodist/
Wesleyan

Baptist

"The
affirmation of
lay leaders as
integral to
church
vitality...
underscore
the belief that
many have
been called
by God to
serve."

"The
ministers of
Christ are
not
commanded
by God's law
either to vow
the estate of
single life, or
to abstain
from
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therefore it is
lawful for
them, as for all
other Christian
men, to marry
at their own
discretion as
they shall
judge the same
to serve better
to godliness."
(Art. 32)

Ordination
No.
of Women?

No, but the role of
deaconess is being
considered.

Yes.

They convey grace
by their operation
View of
Sacraments They are not
merely symbolic or

"Special
experiences when
the perception of
God's presence

Means of
grace only
if received
with faith.

marriage;
therefore it is
lawful for
them, as for
all other
Christians, to
marry at
their own
discretion."

Yes.
Yes.

No.

Yes.
Some parishes.

"Through the
Sacraments,
God seals
believers in

"The two
sacraments
ordained by
Christ himself

" Sacraments
ordained of
Christ are …
certain signs

Yes.
No. "While
both men and
women are
gifted for
service in the
church, the
office of
pastor is
limited to
men as
qualified by
Scripture."
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outward signs.

View of
Baptism

and actions is
heightened and
celebrated."

redemption,
renews their
identity as the
people of God,
and marks
them for
service."

are
administered
with unfailing
use of Christ's
words of
institution, and
the elements
are ordained by
him."

of grace and
God's good
will toward
us, by which
he works
invisibly in
us, and not
only
quickens, but
also
strengthens
and
confirms,
our faith in
him." Only
beneficial
when
received
worthily.

"By baptism in
the name of the
Father, Son
and Holy
Spirit, a person
is made one
with Christ and
received into
the fellowship
of the Church."

"A sign of
regeneration
or the new
birth."
"A symbol
of the new
covenant of
grace...
acceptance

"An act of
obedience
symbolizing
the believer's
faith in a
crucified,
buried, and
risen Savior,
the believer's
death to sin,
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of the
benefits of
the
atonement of
Jesus
Christ."

Catholic
Infant
Baptism

View of
Eucharist

Orthodox

Lutheran

Presbyterian/
Reformed

Anglican/
Episcopalian

Methodist/
Wesleyan
Accepted.

Accepted

Accepted.

Accepted

Accepted

Accepted.

the burial of
the old life,
and the
resurrection
to walk in
newness of
life in Christ
Jesus.”
Baptist
Rejected.

Rejected.

Transubstantiation

Transubstantiation

"Real
Presence"

"Real
Presence"

"In this
offering of
prayer and
praise, the life,
death and
resurrection of
Jesus Christ
are recalled."

"A symbolic
act of
obedience
"The body of whereby
Christ is…
members of
eaten in the
the church...
Supper only memorialize
after a
the death of
heavenly and the Redeemer
spiritual
and anticipate
manner."
His second
coming."
Symbolic
only.
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Extreme Unction
(Anointing);
Marriage; Holy
Other
Sacraments Orders;
Confession;
Confirmation

Holy Chrism
(Anointing)

Other
Practices

Exorcism

Exorcism;
Confession

Prayer to
Saints

Accepted

Accepted

Rejected

Icons &
Images

Accepted

Emphasized

Mostly
rejected

Evangelism

"Missionary
activity is an
essential part of
the life of the
Church."
"Orthodox do
not... actively seek
to cause the
disaffection of

None.

"It is our
privilege to
tell the
good news
about
Jesus."

None.

"Other
important rites,
commonly
called
sacraments,
include
None.
confirmation,
holy orders,
reconciliation,
marriage and
anointing of
the sick."

None.

Rejected
Strongly
rejected

Rejected
"Following the
teachings of
Jesus Christ,
the Churches
are committed
to the
proclamation
of the good
news of the

"...committed
to. Jesus
Christ
proclaimed as
Savior and
Lord to all
people and
nations."
"It is the duty
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others from their
non-Orthodox
Christian faiths."

Tongues
and Other
Spiritual
Gifts

"The Greek
Orthodox Church
does not preclude
the use of
Glossolalia, but
regards it as one of
the minor gifts of
the Holy Spirit."

Gospel to the
whole
creation."

and privilege
of every
follower of
Christ... to
endeavor to
make
disciples of
all nations."
"The relative
value of the
gifts of the
Spirit is to be
tested by
their
usefulness in
the church
and not by
the ecstasy
produced in
the ones
receiving
them."
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APPENDIX-5: COMPARISON OF CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS' ETHICAL VIEWS
Sexuality

Sexuality in
General

Catholic

"Sexuality affects
all aspects of the
human person in the
unity of his body
and soul...
Everyone, man and
woman, should
acknowledge and
accept his sexual
identity."

"Fornication is
carnal union
between an
unmarried man and
Premarital sex an unmarried
woman. It is gravely
contrary to the
dignity of persons
and of human

Orthodox

Lutheran

Reformed/
Presbyterian

Methodist/
Wesleyan
"We recognize that
sexuality is God’s
good gift to all
persons."

"The Church
teaches that human
sexuality is a
divinely given
dimension of human
life that finds its
fulfillment in the
marital
relationship."

"Human sexuality
was created good
for the purposes of
expressing love
and generating life,
for mutual
companionship
and pleasure."

Sinful. "The only
appropriate and
morally fitting place
for the exercise of
Discouraged.
sexual relations,
Casual sex is
according to the
sinful.
teachings of the
Church, is
marriage."

"Man is created in
the image of God
and human
sexuality reflects
that image in terms
of intimate love,
communication,
fellowship,
subordination of the
self to the larger
whole, and
fulfillment."
"Although all
persons are sexual
beings whether or
not they are
married, sexual
relations are only
clearly affirmed in
the marriage bond."

Anglican/
Episcopalian
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sexuality."

Sinful.

Adultery

A sin and an
injustice to the
partner and
institution of
marriage.

Sinful.

Homosexual
Behavior

"Basing itself on
Sacred Scripture,
which presents
homosexual acts as
acts of grave
depravity, tradition
has always declared
that homosexual
acts are intrinsically
disordered.... This
inclination, which is
objectively
disordered,
constitutes for most
of them a trial. They
must be accepted
with respect,
compassion, and
sensitivity."

"The Orthodox
Church believes that
homosexuality
should be treated by
religion as a sinful
failure.... In full
confidentiality the
Orthodox Church
cares and provides
pastorally for
homosexuals in the
belief that no sinner
who has failed
himself and God
should be allowed
to deteriorate
morally and
spiritually."

Catholic

Orthodox

Marriage

"Adultery is sinful
because it breaks
the trust between
two people,
disrupts their bond
of marriage, and
violates the
partner."

Sinful.

"We do not condone
the practice of
homosexuality and
consider this
practice
incompatible with
Christian teaching."

Opposed.
Currently no
policy, but all
single members,
"including those
who understand
themselves to be
homosexual, are
expected to abstain
from sexual
relationships."

Lutheran

Opposed, but
recognize
Undecided.
"The practice of
complexity of
homosexuality is a
issue.
sin, and... even the
propensity toward
homosexuality is
out of step with
both the order of
creation and the will
of God."
Reformed/

Methodist/

Anglican/
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Presbyterian

View of
Marriage

"The married couple
forms the intimate
partnership of life
and love established
by the Creator and
governed by his
laws... Both give
themselves
definitively and
totally to one
another. They are no
longer two; from
now on they form
one flesh."

"Marriage is one of
the sacraments of
the Orthodox
Church....The fist
marriage of a man
and a woman is
honored by the
Church with a richly
symbolic service
that eloquently
speaks to everyone
regarding the
married state."

"Marriage is a
lifelong covenant
of faithfulness
between a man and
a woman. In
marriage, two
persons become
"one flesh"... a
personal and
sexual union that
embodies God's
loving purpose to
create and enrich
life."

Wesleyan

Episcopalian

"Marriage is a
lifelong relationship
and a covenant
union made in the
sight of God, taking
priority over all
other human
relationships."

Opposed.
Same-Sex
Marriage

Divorce

Opposed.

Opposed.

Not permitted,
except if due to
abandonment.
Separation may be
permitted in certain
circumstances.

Opposed, but
sometimes granted.
"The Church grants
"ecclesiastical
Tragic, but
divorces" on the
sometimes the best
basis of the
option.
exception given by
Christ to his general
prohibition of the
practice.... the

No policy - study
in progress.

Opposed.

Opposed.

Accepted as a
"regrettable
alternative."
Opposed except in
cases of "sexual sin
of the spouse such
as adultery,
homosexual
behavior, bestiality,
or incest."

Opposed
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Orthodox Church
also recognizes that
sometimes the
spiritual well-being
of Christians caught
in a broken and
essentially
nonexistent
marriage justifies a
divorce."

Remarriage

Not permitted
except in the case of
death of the first
spouse or annulment
of the first marriage
granted by the
Church.
"Contracting a new
union, even if it is
recognized by civil
law, adds to the
gravity of the
rupture [divorce]:
the remarried
spouse is then in a
situation of public
and permanent
adultery."

If a previous
marriage ended due
to death or
ecclesiastical
divorce, "the church
will permit up to,
but not more than,
three marriages for
any Orthodox
Christian. If both
partners are entering
a second or third
marriage, another
form of the
marriage ceremony
is conducted, much
more subdued and
penitential in
character. "

Accepted.
"Remarriage can
be an opportunity
to use wisdom
gained from the
past to create a
new relationship of
loving
commitment and
joy."

Accepted.
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Gender

Women in
Church
Leadership

Catholic

Opposed

Orthodox
"The Orthodox are
adamantly opposed
to the ordination of
women as liturgical
clergy.." However,
women may obtain
theological degrees
and "reconstitution
of the ancient order
of deaconesses" is
being discussed.

Lutheran

Reformed/
Presbyterian

Methodist/
Wesleyan

Accepted.

Accepted.
Accepted.

Accepted.

Opposed.

Varies.

"We reject social
norms that assume
different standards
for women than for
men in marriage."

Gender Roles
in Marriage

Anglican/
Episcopalian

"While we
understand there are
differing
interpretations
among us of the
Bible’s teachings on
the role of the
husband and wife in
the home, we totally
reject any exercise

130

of abuse by one
spouse of another
by twisting these
scriptures out of
context."
Life & Death

Abortion

Catholic

Opposed.

Orthodox

Opposed.

Lutheran

Strongly
discouraged. "An
option only of last
resort."

Historically
opposed, and still
opposed by some,
but accepted by
Opposed, except for others "for the
Contraception
natural methods.
purpose of spacing
children, enhancing
the expression of
marital love, and
protecting health."
Euthanasia

Opposed.

Opposed.

Reformed/
Presbyterian

Discouraged
but accepted;
dialogue
encouraged

Methodist/
Wesleyan
Discouraged, but
allowed in some
cases.
Opposed. "We
believe that
abortion is the
taking of human
life."

Accepted

Opposed.
"Deliberately

Anglican/
Episcopalian

Opposed

Accepted

Opposed.

Opposed
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destroying life
created in the
image of God is
contrary to our
Christian
conscience... we
also recognize that
responsible health
care professionals
struggle to choose
the lesser evil in
ambiguous
borderline
situations."
Removal of
Life Support

Accepted.

Accepted.

Accepted.

Suicide

"The most serious
kind of murder,
because there is no
opportunity for
repentance. The
canons and practice
of the Church thus
prohibit a Church
burial to a person
who has committed
suicide. However, if
it can be shown that
the person who has

Opposed. "Our
efforts to prevent
suicide grow out of
our obligation to
protect and
promote life, our
hope in God amid
suffering and
adversity, and our
love for our
troubled neighbor."

Sinful and believers
who commit suicide
will only be saved if
they were irrational
at the time.

Opposed.
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committed suicide
was not mentally
sound, then... the
burial can be
conducted by the
Church."
"Assuming that the
guilty party's
identity and
responsibility have
been fully
determined, the
traditional teaching
of the Church does
not exclude recourse
to the death penalty,
if this is the only
possible way of
Death Penalty
effectively
defending human
lives against the
unjust aggressor."
However, "the cases
in which the
execution of the
offender is an
absolute necessity
are very rare, if not
practically
nonexistent."

Accepted, with
cautions.

Opposed

Accepted. "Should
be reserved for
those crimes
committed in
serious
circumstances
which are clearly
defined by law and
administered by
justice."

Opposed
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War

"Legitimate defense
can be not only a
right but a grave
duty for one who is
responsible for the
lives of others. The
defense of the
common good
requires that an
unjust aggressor be
rendered unable to
cause harm."

Military
Service

Drug &
Alcohol Use

"The use of
stimulants,
depressants, and
hallucinogens for
any purpose other
than the restoration
of health or the
alleviation of
abnormal pain,
when properly and
legitimately
prescribed by a
physician, is
condemned."
Excessive drinking

Nonviolent
alternatives
strongly
encouraged, but
war may
sometimes be the
lesser evil.

"Urges that persons
and nations seek by
every legitimate
means to avoid
armed conflict
among the peoples
and nations of the
world."

Accepted.

Some accept, some
oppose.

Moderate alcohol
use accepted.

Opposed.

Moderate
alcohol use
accepted
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is a kind of indirect
suicide, and thus is
morally wrong.

Tobacco Use

Excessive smoking
is a kind of indirect
suicide, and thus is
morally wrong.

Should be avoided.
"Each of us has
responsibility to be
a good steward of
his or her own
health out of
thankfulness for
the gift of life and
in order to serve
God and the
neighbor."

Opposed.
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APPENDIX-6: SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE
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