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Recap Ch.17
• The term “Babylon” represents the false systems of religion has
grown up since the inception of religion in Genesis Ch.10.
• British author Alexander Hislop published a book called “The
Two Babylons” in 1858. The story of Semiramis & Tammuz.
• As the false religion of mother and child spread through the
world, the liturgy of the worship was defined and today it is
found as the Roman Catholic Church.
• Today Christianity is touched by the Babylonian system.
• The Roman Catholic Church is an amalgamation of the Christian
Church and the Roman Empire.
• Fornication Spiritual adultery not true to one God, but
worshipping other Gods.
• All of the pagan Babylonian customs that became a part of
Roman practice were merged right in with the Christian faith.
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Recap Ch.17
Who this woman is?
1. Universal power of this woman
Woman – City of Rome
Seven mountains – Seven hills the Rome sits upon

2. Color scheme of this woman
Arrayed in purple and scarlet color. The Vatican council, the bishops wear
purple and scarlet robes.

3. The unique position of the woman
This woman is in partnership with the political state, of the Rome.

4. The prosperity of the woman.
Total worth of the Roman Catholic system today is estimated as 70 to 100
billion dollars.

5. The unholy passions of the woman
This women is called Mystery Babylon – the system of idolatry.

6. Unequal persecutions of the woman
Unbelievable brutality was experienced by Christianity (Protestants) by this false
religious system.
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Recap Ch.17
1. The beast that was, is not and will.
2. Seven heads are the seven mountains and there are seven kings.
5 have fallen, one is and the other has not yet come.

3. Ten horns are the ten kings
European common market - we see the coalition kind of government that could
very easily fulfill this prophecy of 10 kings

4. The surprising end
The harlot woman is riding upon the beast or the antichrist. In other words the
church has rested upon the political system to keep it moving. At the last, the
beast turns on the woman and ravages her to death.
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Chapter 18 - Overview
Reasons for the judgment of Babylon
Reason 1. Because of its iniquity
Reason 2: Babylon is judged because of her influence
Reason 3. Babylon is judged because of her infidelity
Reason 4: Babylon is destroyed because of her inhumanity

Reality of her judgment
Reactions to the judgment
Violent destruction of Babylon
Response to the judgment of Babylon
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Ch.18 Introduction
Babylon today is located in Iraq. Many historians believe that the city of Babylon will be
rebuilt and become the epicenter of all the world’s financial system.
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Ch.18 Introduction
According to 17th chapter we understand the flourishing of the
Babylonian system that is the cultic religious system. According to
18th chapter the system is destroyed. The 18th Chapter talks about the
possibility of rebuilding the city at the end times.
Antichrist is going to function from 3 different locations
1. Rome – for his political purposes
2. Jerusalem – for his religious purposes
3. Babylon – direct world wide control of the financial systems.
Importance of Babylon. Babylon was found 260 times in the Bible,
the most mentioned city in the Bible next to Jerusalem. Babylon was
the place of birth of the false religious system. Babylon was the
house of the gentile king Nebuchadnezzar. 70 years children of God
were kept under bondage. The spirit of Babylon speaks man’s
attempt to function without God. We don’t need God to reach
down, we can reach up to Him. We can make it without God.
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Ch.18 Introduction
• In the book of Daniel we see the city of Babylon. In the days of
Nebuchadnezzar and his grandson Belshazzar Babylon was a
city dripping with pride and arrogance.
• Daniel 4:29-32 … The king spoke, saying, “Is not this great
Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty
power and for the honor of my majesty?”…..
• That is the epidemic of the Babylonian doctrine. Today we call
this as humanism, we don’t need God, simply we can do it.
• God made him to crawl around like an animal and then he
realized that there is God above, it is not me that is important,
but God is important.
• It is a system where people say we can do it, we don’t need
God.
• Social cultural, political, commercial system of end times in one
term called Babylon.
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Reasons for the judgment of Babylon
Reasons for the judgment of Babylon
Read Ch.18 V1
The angel is so powerful that he lightens the whole earth.
This angel pronounces the judgment upon the city of Babylon.
Looks like the angel stutters, Babylon is fallen, fallen.
We saw the ecclesiastical fall of the system, now the angel
declares the commercial fall of the system.
The angel is talking about the two fold destruction of the city.
Why Babylon is judged?
Reason 1. Because of its iniquity - Rev18:5
Reached – κολλάω (kolláō), glued together, welded together, piled
on one another like bricks.
Three phrases that describes awful character of the Babylonian
system V2.
Habitation of the devil, Prison for every foul spirit and
Cage for every unclean and hated bird.
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Reason 1. Because of its iniquity - Rev18:5
• Physically, that was happened. It became the habitation of wild
animals.
• But what is happening here is the overrun by the occultic and
satanic system of the beast.
• The city is the head quarters of depravity (immorality), the foul
spirits of Satan will be striving to gain control of man’s mind.
• Birds always used symbolically for Satan and his agents. They
come and dwell in the churches. Mt. 13:31-32 & V. 4&19.
There is another reason why the city was fallen.
• V18. 24, In this city found the blood of the prophets and saints
who died as martyrs.
• The city is not only a demon possessed city, it is also a city of
great martyrdom.
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Reason 2: Babylon is judged because of her influence V18:3

Reason 2: Babylon is judged because of her influence V18:3
System of Babylon, represents the life of Godless world and at the
end time it will be the center of the social, political, cultural, and
commercial life on this world.
• Many will fall into the trap of it.
• Nations, kings, merchants will fall on the trap.
• It is all built around merchandising, materialism and humanism
• All nations will be drunk with the wine of the fornication of the
system.
• Nations instead of having relationship with God, they come into
a relationship with the humanistic, materialistic, influence of
the evil.
• Today we see materialism gains control over the work of God.
• James has warned about it in his writings in James 5:1-5
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Reason 2: Babylon is judged because of her influence V18:3

What is the greatest problem today we face in the church?
It is evident: the way we support the ministry.

• The reason why we are not able to support the ministry of God in
the way it suppose to go forward is the problem of materialism.
• We don’t have time to serve God because we are working in all
these jobs trying to keep up with everything that is going on in this
culture we have to have the same things that everyone else has.
So we are working here and working there.
• We can’t support God’s work sacrificially, because we are loaded
with debt and we can’t pay the bills. Therefore God is put at the
bottom of the list.
• We wonder why we are not able to support God’s work and
advance in God’s work?
• There is one basic problem. We have caught the disease of the
Babylonian system and it is already crept into the church.
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Reason 2: Babylon is judged because of her influence V18:3
What is it that our friends live for in the neighborhood those who
aren’t Christians or Christians for the name sake?
• Getting ahead
• Getting the next pay raise
• Moving in to the next level
• Getting the next best car
• Trading up in their houses
• Wearing better clothes
• Finding the best vacation place
• Going to more exotic vacations, etc. etc.
• That’s what is driving the world
• If some one is getting paid more than me, I shouldn’t be paid any
less than the person. It goes on and on. That’s what drives our
culture.
What God is saying in Ch18, the influence is great and it is going to
grow much higher after the church is gone and God is going to bring
everything flat. It will be over.
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Reason 3. Babylon is judged because of her infidelity
Reason 3. Babylon is judged because of her infidelity
She has traded her God in heaven for a God of the earth. She is now
smug (arrogant/boasts) in her pride. (Read Ch.18: 7.)
She glorified herself: She not only lived in her fornication, not only
lived in luxuriously, but she boasted herself as a queen, not a widow
and will not see sorrow. She echoes the words of Satan as he boasted
that he himself would be the most high God.
If you just see what is out there today, the new age movement of the
world today can be written back into this chapter.
• We are now God, We are in charge, We are able to determine our
own destiny.
• If we read the philosophers of the new age movement, they say it
is a matter of time until we genetically control our own conditions,
death will be taken away, sickness is gone, man is the supreme
God, glory be to man.
As in the past, the idols have taken the glory of God, today man has
taken the glory of God. That is infidelity or adultery.
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Reason 4: Babylon is destroyed because of her inhumanity
Reason 4: Babylon is destroyed because of her inhumanity
We are told about 28 items of merchandise in V12 & 13
• Gold, silver, precious stones comes first – earthly treasures
• Show and personal adornment
• Choice article of rare and precious wood, metal and ivory
• Perfume speak of sensuous of modern living.
• Substantial commodities including horses and chariots
• None of the things are staple necessities, they are luxuries
• The list sadly ends with a very interesting inclusion.
• End of verse 13 slaves/bodies and souls of men.
People are put on the list of things that we own.
When commercialism, humanism and Babylonianism is allowed to
reach its final stage it is so dehumanizing that the human souls is of
no value.
There is a system in this world that embodies this is communism.
Quote of Lenin: He once said, “what would it matter if 2/3 of the
world is destroyed and the 1/3rd remain is communists”.
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Reason 4: Babylon is destroyed because of her inhumanity
• Humanity is of the least value.
• Man is considered as a commodity, something to buy and
something to sell.
• When the system of Babylonian theology and system is in place,
human will be of no value.
• When someone believes that God did not create life, once we take
God out of creation, human is of no value, weather death or life
make no difference.
Don’t you see the shadow of this system already among us?
•
•
•
•

Reason 1. Because of its iniquity
Reason 2: Babylon is judged because of her influence
Reason 3. Babylon is judged because of her infidelity
Reason 4: Babylon is destroyed because of her inhumanity

This social, political, cultural, material and commercial system is affecting our
society, our churches, home and individual lives not for God, but against God.
No one wants to talk about it, no one wants to deal with it because everyone if
affected by this false religious-political-economic system of Babylonian harlotry.
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Reality of her judgment: V 8 & 10, 21-23
The phrase “No more” or “Not anymore” is used 6 times, the strongest way the
Greek language could say “Not at all”.
One writer said, The music and the song, the hum of industry, the brightness of its
illumination, above all the rejoicing of the bridegroom and the bride which in the
Bible stands for the highest of the all human joys, no more at all will songs fill the
streets, no more at all will craftsmen be found in her, no more at all should the
women grind corn in the city, no more at all should lamps light the night, no more at
all the bridal processions break the stillness of the evening with shouts of joy, no
more at all what a picture of desolation when God judges a city or a system or a
nation, the judgment is sure and swift and final and its over.
In this city the greatest kings of the earth will be found, but in one hour all their
greatness, might and majesty will be gone. In this city all the best merchants of the
world will be found, but in one hour the harvest will be gone, the bright and dainty
things will perish, there is no one left to buy or enjoy the things which they have on
sale. In this city the best dressed of all the world’s people, but in one hour all the
expensive and costly garments are gone. In this city lived the best musicians, but in
one hour every note were silenced. This city was the center of great weddings and
bridal parties, but in one hour with one stroke of heaven’s judgment every sound of
joy is hushed and the voice of the bride and bridegroom was heard no more at all.
This is one of the best descriptions of God’s judgment we can ever read.

Reactions to the judgment V 9-11, 15-20
Three different group of people are going to mourn.
Monarchs (Royals) – V 9 & 10
Merchants – V 11, 15 & 16
Mariners – V 17-19
While this is all going on down on this earth, up in heaven there is
a party going on…
There are three different classes of people rejoice in heaven V20
– The holy apostles
– The prophets
– And the saints
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Reactions to the judgment V 9-11, 15-20
Why there is a rejoice in heaven?
• It was that system martyred them in the first place
• It was that system that wouldn’t let them adhere their faith in Jesus
Christ
• It was that system that said, take the mark of the beast or die
• It was that system that cut them to ribbons and flame them up in
fire, boiled them in hot oils, hung them up to die, send them to the
lions, and martyred them, it was that system stood against them for
their faith in Jesus Christ, one by one die, no one cared for them, it
was the souls of these martyrs cried under the altar saying, How O
Lord, holy and true until you avenge our blood on those who dwell
on the earth?” The Lord said, just wait for a while until the cup of
iniquity is full.
• Now God is judging those who tortured. God is taking vengeance on
those who martyred His people.
• Heaven is rejoicing not because of the judgment, but God has been
vindicated and His people have been supported.
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Violent destruction of Babylon V 21
V21 – A mighty angel took a stone like a millstone and threw it into
the sea. Remember what Jesus said in Matthew 18:6 “Whoever
causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be
better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he
were drowned in the depth of the sea”.
This great godless power that is filled with the blood of the
prophets and the saints has a huge millstone around her neck is
thrown into the Abyss of judgment as reminder that “ you don’t
mess around with God’s people”.
At time it appears that we are left out with no defense, you feel
that you are doing everything all alone by yourself. But God is not
unmindful, but one of these days it will be settled once for all.
This is the first time in this book of tears that a command to rejoice
is given. Even though the saints are in heaven they are asked to
look upon the earth and rejoice for all that is going on this earth
(V20).
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Response to the judgment of Babylon V 4
• The response is found in V 4 (Read) - Who are his people? They
are the people followed Christ during the tribulation, but they
started moving towards the Babylonian system. Now getting a
call from God to come out of it.
• Babylon represents the world system, the false religious system,
the materialism, power prestige, etc.
• The call upon each one of us is this – “Come out of her and
separate yourself”.
• Seven times in the Word of God God’s people are told to
separate themselves from the Babylon.
• Separation is not isolationism.
• I am not going to talk to anybody who is not a believer. If we
say so, we will not have non-Christian friends, so we won’t win
any body for God.
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Response to the judgment of Babylon V 4
• Separation and coming out of the people doesn’t mean we
reject the people, we reject the doctrine, we reject the
philosophy, we reject the practice, we ask God to keep us from
falling into the world system, but still loving them.
• Paul writes about this to the church in Corinth 2 Corinthians
6:14-18.
The reason why we have to separate from Babylon is two fold.
1. We need to separate so that we will not share in her sins
2. We need to separate so that we will not receive her plagues
If we don’t separate ourselves, we are gong to pickup some of the
plagues of the world.
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Response to the judgment of Babylon V 4
• Best way to keep from getting caught up with the materialism is
to continuously keep giving to God’s work more. It becomes
harder and harder as God blesses us, that’s why we need to
work carefully to give more and more.
• Materialism and Babylonianism is well and alive today. But its
all kept for a puff of smoke.
• I don’t want to put my effort , time and money to something
that is kept for fire, rather I do something for God here on the
earth and meet Him up in heaven to live with Him for ever.
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